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Dear Students/ Parent(s)/Carer(s)  
 
I am writing to share details released this week by Ofqual, the organisation overseeing the English examination 
system, of its contingency plans in the event of next summer’s examinations being cancelled.  It is worth noting 
that the stated position of the government and Ofqual has not changed; they are very clear that pupils are 
highly likely to sit examinations next summer.  
 
You will know from previous communications from the school that amendments have already been made to the 
ways in which pupils will be assessed e.g. via “topic lists” to be published in February which should allow pupils 
to narrow their revision.  
 
The “plan B” in the event of exams being cancelled is to use Teachers Assessed Grades (the same approach used 
to award grades last summer).  Although we hope plan B will not be necessary, we do want to reassure you that 
our pupils received excellent grades last summer and were able to progress as normal via this system onto sixth 
form, college, university and apprenticeships. The school’s approach to this process was approved by the 
examination board and no grades were adjusted following quality assurance processes, demonstrating the 
robust nature of our approach. 
 
More details of the contingency arrangements can be found here: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-contingency-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-
levels-in-summer-2022/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-other-exam-centres-on-contingency-arrangements-
for-students-entering-gcses-as-and-a-levels-the-advanced-extension 
 
Jo Claxton, the Head of Ofqual, has also written an open letter to pupils which can be found here: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-
2022/letter-to-students 
 
The proposed contingency arrangements do not require the school currently to make any significant 
amendments to our existing assessment arrangements but it is worth noting the following: 
 

 For substantial mocks, teachers will share topic lists that help pupils narrow their revision 

 We have been asked to retain physical copies of mock examination papers 

 In the hopefully unlikely event that examinations are cancelled, we will put in an additional mock period 

for Year 11 in Spring (as per Ofqual’s guidance) 

 If students are absent during mock examinations then it will be necessary for parents to provide 

professional evidence e.g. from a doctor in the event of any such absence 
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 Although grades for mock examinations will for the most part be shared with pupils, we have been asked 

to make clear that these grades are not Teacher Assessed Grades.  (It is likely we will be given further 

guidance on how to use mock grades as evidence in the event of exams being cancelled).  

There are a number of other aspects of this contingency plan which have not yet been shared with schools (e.g. 
quality assurance processes) and we will only be informed of these arrangements in the event of exams being 
cancelled.  
 
We continue to be enormously impressed with the maturity and resilience that pupils in Year 11 and 13 have 
shown over the period of the pandemic.  We very much hope that they will be able to sit the public examinations 
next summer and be rewarded for their abilities and hard work but the contingency plan described above, if 
invoked, will act as a safety net to allow pupils to progress as normal to the next stages of their lives.  
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr P Clift 
Deputy Head 
 
 


