
Key Stage 3 RE Curriculum 

We want all students to develop an understanding and awareness of how religious thought has shaped and continues to 

impact human behaviour and the world we live in, whilst also developing their own responses to ultimate questions. 

Essential knowledge – Essential knowledge is the knowledge that we have identified to be the significant 

basis of our subject. This knowledge will be revisited throughout key stage 3. 

The value of human life – A key belief, often referred to as the sanctity of life by faith groups. Also a 

consideration of secular world views and the idea of personhood. 

An understanding of morality – How people of faith and non-faith make moral judgements and an 

awareness of the diversity of responses within different traditions. 

Dharmic worldviews – A study of how dharmic traditions offer an alternative worldview to the 

Abrahamic faiths. 

Year 7 

Autumn What would God be like? 

Students will explore beliefs in God from the perspectives of different 

religions. We focus on Christianity, Islam and Hinduism and begin to 

learn the foundational beliefs of each faith. We also look at the non-

religious view of Humanism. Students also begin to study philosophy 

by looking at arguments that attempt to prove God’s existence, as well 

as evaluating how effective they are.  

Assessment focus: “You can prove that God exists” 

Year 7 

Spring Human rights and the impact of poverty  

Students will learn about the declaration of human rights and why 

religious believe in the importance of upholding these. We shall 

focus on Judaism and learn about why Jewish people believe that 

humans should be treated equally. We will then look at how 

poverty affects human rights and how we should respond to this. 

We will explore Sikh responses to poverty and their motivation for doing so. 

Assessment focus: “Everybody has a responsibility to help those less fortunate.” 

Year 7 

Summer An Introduction to the Hindu tradition 

Students will learn about the key beliefs and teachings of the Hindu faith. We 

will explore their beliefs about life, death and rebirth, as well as their belief 

in non-violence. Students will learn how Gandhi put these beliefs into 

practice. Towards the end of term students will visit a Hindu community and 

have the chance to see these beliefs in practice.  

Assessment focus: “Non-violence does not work in the modern 

world.”  



 

Year 8 

Autumn 

Issues arising from religion and science. 

Students will explore the conflict that is sometimes present between 

religious and scientific world views. They will begin by looking at ideas 

of creation in Christianity and Hinduism and how science has questioned religious ideas of how we 

got here. Students then learn about the ethics surrounding vivisection and how Hindus and 

Christians respond to the use of animals for testing. 

Assessment focus: “Vivisection should be banned.”  

Year 8 

Spring Why is there evil and suffering in the world and how should we respond to it? 

Students will explore the philosophical arguments surrounding the 

problem of evil and how religions explain why there is evil in the 

world. They will learn about the fall of humanity in Abrahamic 

faiths, as well as beliefs in karma from dharmic traditions and how 

that affects the believers’ outlook on suffering. Finally, they will 

learn about significant people who have responded to suffering in 

the past, how their faith influenced them, and the example they have set for the world. 

Assessment focus: “We should all do something to end the suffering of others.”  

Year 8 

Summer What is it like to be a Muslim in the UK?  

Students will learn about the key beliefs and practices of the religion 

of Islam, including the sanctity of life, the status of women and the 

five pillars of the faith. They will also consider the barriers to 

practising Islam in the UK, as well as the challenges faced by British 

Musilims. We will also consider the positive and diverse contributions 

Muslims have made to British society. 

Assessment focus: “It is difficult to be a Muslim in the UK.”  

Year 9 

Autumn Religious Ethics, Abortion and Capital Punishment 

Students will explore what is believed to be the correct way to act in 

Buddhism and Christianity. They will then move on to debate the ethical 

issues surrounding abortion and capital punishment and developing 

their own responses. Finally, students will apply Buddhist and Christian 

beliefs to these two areas.  

Assessment focus: “We should bring back the death penalty in the UK.” 



Year 9 

Spring What happens when we die? 

Students will learn about the different responses to this question, from the 

perspective of reincarnation and also from a Christian viewpoint. Through 

Christianity they will learn ideas of salvation and redemption and how this 

links to Jesus’ crucifixion. Students will also look at what counts as evidence 

for the afterlife. 

Assessment focus: “Death is a comma, not a full stop.”  

Year 9 

Summer What is philosophy?  

Students will explore different philosophical questions about the nature of the 

world around us, as well as ideas of freedom and determinism. They will 

encounter ideas from ancient Western thinkers such as Plato, as well as 

Eastern philosophy surrounding the nature of reality. 

Assessment focus: “We don’t really know anything.” 

 


