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Which way now? 
 

The aim of this booklet is to help you to choose the subjects you will study from June of Year 9 and in Years 10 and 

11.   

 

We are going to help you to choose the subjects, which are right for you.   

 

Your first step is to read the booklet carefully; this will give you an idea of the choices available to you.  It is a good 

idea to discuss your ideas with other people before making your final decision. 

 

Remember, once those decisions have been made it may not be possible to change your choices, so it is 

important to choose carefully. 

 

                                            

                 

  ?         
 

     

          

                       

              

 

 

German ? 

History ? 

Design Technology? 

Business Studies ? 

Geography ? 

Music ? 
Drama ? 

Art ? 

Computer Science? 

PE ? 

Italian ? 

   RE ? 

     French? 

iMedia ? 
Sports Science? 

Photography? 



 

Who should I discuss my choices with? 
 

There are many people who might be helpful to speak to when thinking about your choices.  Talk to as many 

people as you can to get as much information as possible. 

 

Teachers are important as they can tell you about the subject and whether it suits you. 

 

Your parents will be able to help you to put your thoughts in order. 

 

Older students in Years 10 and 11 can be useful people to talk to if they are studying the subjects in which you are 

interested. 

 

You will also have an individual careers interview with a senior member of staff who will be able to give you useful 

advice and guidance. 

 

Miss Castagnoli, who is in charge of Careers, will be able to give you detailed advice and there is also lots of 

information available in the Careers Resource Area.  Computer software is available which may help you.  There is 

also lots of other career information available on the Internet. 

 

You should be aware of the entry criteria for studying in the sixth form at The Broxbourne School.  These criteria 

are available on the school website. 
 

 

 



What subjects will I be doing in Years 10 and 11? 
 

Subjects which everyone takes 

 
There are some subjects, which everyone will continue to study in Years 10 and 11.  

  

 English Language and Literature, Mathematics and Science are compulsory.  Everyone will continue to study 

these to GCSE level. 

 

 Students will be expected to choose either Geography or History (or both if you wish). 

 

 Students will be expected to choose a modern foreign language. 

 

 All students also continue to take non-exam PE. 

 

 

Subjects which students choose (Options) 

 

 Students then have free choices from a wide range of subjects.   



About the Qualifications 
 

We offer a range of qualifications in different subjects. 
 

BTEC/ 

Cambridge Nationals  

- Vocational qualifications that are assessed through coursework with some external assessment, BTECs  and OCR Nationals tend 

to be more practical.  These qualifications are equivalent to 1 GCSE (Grade 4 to 9), but are graded Pass, Merit or Distinction. 

 

GCSE - (General Certificate of Secondary Education).  The standard 14 – 16 qualification GCSEs are generally assessed by an 

examination with some having an element of controlled assessment.  The balance of these varies from subject to subject.  Grading 

for GCSEs has changed for all subjects.  All subjects will be graded from 9 (highest grade) to 1 (lowest grade).  A breakdown of 

the new grading structure compared to the old system is below. 
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KEY DATES 
 

 

w/c 15th November 2021:   Year 9 assembly to explain option procedures  

 

w/c 15th November 2021: Pupils to receive personalised option booklets with course information and 

options forms 

 

Wednesday 17th November 2021: Year 9 reports sent home 

 

Throughout November and   Year 9 assembly by Heads of Department to explain difference courses 

December 2021:     within subject areas 

 

Wednesday 24th November 2021  Year 9 Parents’ Evening  

(BEAD):  

Thursday 2nd December 2021  

(GRST)  

       Subject teachers should give an outline of the KS4 courses available during  

       lessons in the weeks leading up to Monday 6th December 

 

Week beginning 6th December 2021: Individual Year 9 options interviews with senior members of staff  

(by appointment) 

 

January 2022 onwards   Mr Sheppard will speak to any pupils who have not been allocated their first 

       choice options 

 

March/April 2022    Option allocations finalised and pupils informed 



 

 

KEY STAGE 4 

 

CORE AND OPTION COURSES 
 

 

 



GCSE in ART & DESIGN 
 

There are two different options in GCSE Art & Design. 

 

1. Fine Art   

2. Art Graphics 

 

GCSE in FINE ART 
 

Course Content 

 

Observation and awareness of the visual world is the key element of this course.  Students who enjoy expressing themselves in a personal way through 

painting and drawing, rather than in a set technical manner are best suited to this course. 

 

A programme of workshops and focused studies in the first part of the Year 10 is set to develop an understanding of form and space, which can be 

expressed through tone and colour. 

 

Confidence in personal ideas and the handling of paint is encouraged through figurative, landscape or still life compositions to begin with.  During the 

course, different aspects of art such as illustration or abstraction and different media such as clay, collage, print and photography are introduced to 

stimulate investigation and making in appropriate ways.  This leads to more complex work in the second half of Year 10 and into Year 11, working under 

set themes such as; movement, barriers, sleep, up-close, order and/or disorder and landscapes. 

 

A critical and historical study on any aspect of art and design will also be required.  Students are encouraged to visit art and design centres during the 

course both independently and on school excursions. 

 

Assessment  

 

End of course qualification is based on submission of all coursework completed throughout Year 10 and up to January in Year 11, this amounts to 60% of 

the overall GCSE grade. A controlled assessment is then completed from January in Year 11 until the end of the course, this amounts to 40% of the overall 

GCSE grade and is based on a theme set by the examining board. The controlled assessment unit includes preparatory work such as studies, research and 

experiments with ideas and media that are completed in sketchbooks or folders. This body of preparatory work then supports and leads onto the timed 

assessment.  This timed piece is completed over 10 hours i.e. two full school days. All preparatory work and the timed piece is marked and accumulates to 

40% of the GCSE award.  

 

Assessment is based on four criteria, each with a possible total mark of 24:  



 

 

 Developing ideas through research of contextual sources 

 Experimenting and Refining through careful selection of materials and ideas 

 Recording investigations through both visual and written observation 

 Presenting a final outcome with evaluation and reflection 

 

Work is completed in class and as homework. Homework must be completed to a good standard and on time, regularly, for students to achieve in this 

subject. The coursework nature of the subject means a sustained body of developed work is essential. 

 

All work is traditionally celebrated through our annual Art exhibition in June/July of the completion year to which parents, friends and students are invited 

to view the candidates’ achievements. 

 

Please see Ms Nicholls  if you would like more information.   

 



GCSE in ART GRAPHICS   
 

Course Content 
 

The aim of this course is to introduce students to the role of design in today’s society.  The course combines the importance of technical accuracy with 

imaginative inventiveness.  Students who like working to set instructions in order to answer a design brief, rather than a more expressive, open 

investigation are best suited to this course. 

 

Through a series of design projects, students build up knowledge and understanding of lettering, layout and 3D construction, in order to create design 

objects such as posters, stationery, labels, packages, decorative fabrics and promotional displays.  Computer aided design, printing and photography are 

further mediums which may be offered during the course.  Images are derived from observation as well as research from graphic sources.  Expertise in the 

use of colour across a variety of mediums is an integral part of the course. 

 

During Year 10 a historical/critical study of an aspect of art and design is undertaken.  In Year 11 students have the opportunity to follow a more 

specialised programme on design problems of their own choice. 

 

Assessment  

 

End of course qualification is based on submission of all coursework completed throughout Year 10 and up to January in Year 11, this amounts to 60% of 

the overall GCSE grade. A controlled assessment is then completed from January in Year 11 until the end of the course, this amounts to 40% of the overall 

GCSE grade and is based on a theme set by the examining board. The controlled assessment unit includes preparatory work such as studies, research and 

experiments with ideas and media that are completed in sketchbooks or folders. This body of preparatory work then supports and leads onto the timed 

assessment.  This timed piece is completed over 10 hours i.e. two full school days. All preparatory work and the timed piece is marked and accumulates to 

40% of the GCSE award.  

 

Assessment is based on four criteria, each with a possible total mark of 24:  

 

 

 Developing ideas through research of contextual sources 

 Experimenting and Refining through careful selection of materials and ideas 

 Recording investigations through both visual and written observation 

 Presenting a final outcome with evaluation and reflection 

 

Work is completed in class and as homework. Homework must be completed to a good standard and on time, regularly, for students to achieve in this 

subject. The coursework nature of the subject means a sustained body of developed work is essential.  

 



All work is traditionally celebrated through our annual Art exhibition in June/July of the completion year to which parents, friends and students are invited 

to view the candidates’ achievements. 

 

Please see Ms Nicholls if you would like more information.   

 



ART AND DESIGN:  GCSE Photography  
 

The Course 
 

The course explores many areas within photography such as: Portraiture, Landscape photography (working from the built or natural environment), Still 

Life photography, (working from natural or manufactured objects), Documentary photography, narrative photography, Fine Art photography, 

photographic installation, Photography involving a moving image, (television, film and animation). 

 

This course is offered to students who enjoy working creatively, exploring different processes of image making.  Although Photography based, pupils are 

encouraged to embrace working across a range of media such as paint and collage in addition to learning photographic dark room skills and digital 

enhancement using Adobe Photoshop.   Observation, research and imagination enable students to develop their own interpretation of themes (subjects) 

such as still life, portraiture, the abstract, environment and movement. Investigation is undertaken in the use of Adobe Photoshop, Dark room 

development, paint, photographic based screen printing stencils and even transferring image onto clay.  Knowledge and understanding of photographers 

and artists work is an essential element of the course because it makes students critically aware and enables pupils to confidently develop their own work. 

 

Assessment 
 

End of course qualification is based on submission of all coursework completed throughout Year 10 and up to January in Year 11, this amounts to 60% of 

the overall GCSE grade. A controlled assessment is then completed from January in Year 11 until the end of the course, this amounts to 40% of the overall 

GCSE grade and is based on a theme set by the examining board. The controlled assessment unit includes preparatory work such as studies, research and 

experiments with ideas and media that are completed in sketchbooks or folders. This body of preparatory work then supports and leads onto the timed 

assessment.  This timed piece is completed over 10 hours i.e. two full school days. All preparatory work and the timed piece is marked and accumulates to 

40% of the GCSE award.  

 

Assessment is based on four criteria, each with a possible total mark of 24:  

 

 

 Developing ideas through research of contextual sources 

 Experimenting and Refining through careful selection of materials and ideas 

 Recording investigations through both visual and written observation 

 Presenting a final outcome with evaluation and reflection 

 

Work is completed in class and as homework. Homework must be completed to a good standard and on time, regularly, for students to achieve in this 

subject. The coursework nature of the subject means a sustained body of developed work is essential.  

 



All work is traditionally celebrated through our annual Art exhibition in June/July of the completion year to which parents, friends and students are invited 

to view the candidates’ achievements. 

 

Please see Ms Nicholls  if you would like more information.   

 

Other information 
 

Pupils work is marked internally and moderated externally.  The work is presented as a display in June/July to which parents, friends and pupils are invited 

to view the candidates’ achievements. 

 

Teaching Groups:  

Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups. 

 

Equipment:  

Packs of specialist equipment for all three courses can be ordered through the department for each course. It is encouraged that Art, Art Graphics and 

Photography pupils have a device on which to take a photograph (camera, phone or tablet), glue stick, 2B and 3B pencils, a soft eraser, colouring pencils, 

an A3 sketchbook and an A2 folder for large scale class work. Art and Art Graphics will also require specialist paints. 

 

Visits to galleries and places of interest are encouraged throughout the course to support ideas and observation.  

 

Please see Ms Nicholls if you would like more information 

 



GCSE in BUSINESS STUDIES 
 

 

Course Content 

 

This single GCSE course offers an exciting approach to learning how businesses operate in a modern day mixed economy.  Students are encouraged to 

investigate the dynamics of business activity. 

 

The course specifications: 

 

1. The Nature of Business Activity – types of business organisations, the objectives of business, the importance of survival and growth and how 

business profits are distributed 

 

2. Business Enterprise – the role of the entrepreneur, business plans, different business functions (marketing, production, finance and human 

resources) 

 

3. External Influences on Business – globalisation, economics, legislation and external stakeholders. 

Assessment: 

 

2 x core business exams in June of Year 11 – students are assessed on all the course specifications.  The knowledge gained from taking this course relates 

to the real world of business and the community at large.  

 

Other Information: 

 

The course is an ideal foundation for A Level Business, A Level Economics, BTEC National Extended Certificate and Diploma or for those wishing to 

gain an apprenticeship. 

 

Please see Mrs Lamb – Head of Business and Economics if you would like further information. 



BTEC TECH AWARD in ENTERPRISE 

 
Course Content: 

 

This work related course has been designed to develop knowledge and understanding in the business sector, focusing on providing opportunities for 

learners to acquire technical and employability skills. Evidence for assessment may be generated through a range of diverse activities including 

assignment and project work, assessment in the workplace and exams. 

 

Components: 

 

1. Exploring Enterprise – project work 

In this component, students will have the opportunity to develop knowledge and understanding of different types of enterprise, ownership and the  

importance of customer care 

2. Planning and running an enterprise – synoptic assessment 

Students will use the research knowledge gained in component 1 to develop a viable micro enterprise idea. Students will plan and launch their own 

business idea 

3. Promotion and finance for enterprise – external assessment 

In this component, students will analyse financial information in an enterprise context to monitor the performance of an enterprise and strategies to 

improve its performance. 

 

The qualification has three components that focus on the assessment of knowledge, skills and practices. These are all essential to developing a basis for 

progression and therefore students need to demonstrate attainment across all components in order to achieve the qualification. 

 

Other Information: 

 

The course is an ideal foundation for a BTEC National Extended Certificate and Diploma or for those wishing to gain an apprenticeship. 

 

Please see Mrs Lamb – Head of Business and Economics if you would like further information. 



COMPUTER SCIENCE/GCSE 
 

OCR GCSE Computer Science 

 

The course offered is OCR (9-1) Computer Science GCSE (2022) 

 

Computer Science is a traditional academic GCSE subject and will prepare students who may be planning to progress to A Levels and University. The 

new course is relevant to the modern, changing world of computing, it is designed to boost computing skills essential for 21st century and endorsed by 

companies like Microsoft, Google and Cisco.  Computer Science allows students to learn about the infrastructure of computers and develop essential 

programming skills. Students that enjoy problem solving and are strong in subjects such as Maths and Science find this subject highly rewarding and 

thoroughly enjoy the course.  

 

The OCR (9-1) Computer Science GCSE is also recognised as a Science subject under the English Baccalaureate.  

 

Course Content 

Unit 01  Computer Systems       Exam 50% 

Unit 02  Computational thinking, algorithms and programming  Exam 50% 

Programming project needs to be completed before the end of the course     

 

Assessment 

 

The assessment consists of two written examinations (1 hour and 30 minutes) each and the programming skills will be tested in unit 02 exam.  It is a linear 

course and both the exams are taken at the end of the course. 

 

Further Information 

 

Please see Mrs Mountain, Mr Jolley or Mrs McSorley if you would like more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Creative iMedia 
 

The Course 

 

To give all learners the opportunity to gain a reputable and universally recognised qualification that can be used when applying either for Post-16 

education or employment. 

 

Creative iMedia are media sector-focused, including film, television, web development, gaming and animation, and have IT at their heart. They provide 

knowledge in a number of key areas in this field from pre-production skills to digital animation and have a motivating, hands-on approach to both teaching 

and learning. Cambridge Nationals deliver skills across the whole range of learning styles and abilities, effectively engaging and inspiring all students to 

achieve great things 

 

The Cambridge National Certificate candidates practice and develop strong transferable skills vital for the modern workplace, gaining genuine insight into 

a variety of exciting sectors and industries.  This qualification is equivalent to one GCSE and an excellent pathway to further education. For more 

information on grades refer to the section below: ‘Other Information’. 

 

The course is taught in five lessons per fortnight and covers the following four units: 

 

Two Mandatory units – Pre Production Skills and Creating Digital Graphics: 

 

In these first two units students will develop their knowledge and practical skills that include knowing how and when to use different types of pre-

production techniques to generate different types of digital products such as video footage, voiceovers, comic strips and computer games. This should 

enable students to plan and create pre-production documents that are typically used in the workplace and initiate innovative use of technology. The set of 

underpinning knowledge, understanding and skills they develop through this qualification will help them to complete their other topics where they are 

required to identify a client need, plan an approach to meet this need, design a creative and digital media solution and evaluate its fitness for purpose. 

 

Two Optional units from: 

 

2D & 3D Digital Characters   Interactive Multimedia Products 

Websites     Digital Sound 

Story Telling     Digital Video 

Digital Animation    Digital Photography 

Game Concepts    Digital Games 

 

 

 



Assessment 

 

The course includes 1 hour and 15 mins exam (25%) taken at the end of Year 10 and three units of coursework including controlled assessment (75%).  

Each unit is continually assessed and moderated using set tasks building into portfolios.  Units are verified externally. 

 

Other Information 
 

This course has been designed to encourage independent learning in a vocational setting and can lead to a career pathway for a wide range of Post 16 

courses and iMedia Work Placements such as: Web developer; Games Designer; Network Administrator; Photographer; Software Architect; TV & Video 

Production and many more. Please talk to any member of the Computer Science department for more information on this course. 

 

Cambridge National Certificate GCSE equivalent grades:  

   

Distinction*/Distinction = Grade A*/A = Level 9-7;  Merit = Grade B = Level 6;  Pass = Grade C = Level 5/4 

 

Please see Mrs Mountain, Mr Jolley or Mrs McSorley if you would like more information. 



GCSE in DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

 

Design Technology courses are offered in Food and Product Design. 

 

GCSE FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION 

 

Course Content 

 

This course focuses on a range of food preparation skills where students will develop their ability to create a wide range of sweet and savoury dishes. 

Students will develop their understanding of nutrition and apply this to the promotion of healthy lifestyles. Students will learn how to adapt and design 

dishes for particular target group. The course will also develop an understanding of the scientific processes that make the food we eat. 

 

This course will appeal to students who want to learn a valuable life skill (how to cook), who want to develop their understanding of nutrition and who 

want to learn more about the science behind what we eat. 

 

Assessment 

 

One Exam at the end of year 11 (50%) the exam focuses on knowledge and understanding of food and nutrition. 

 

Two non-exam assessment tasks: 

 

Task 1 (15%) - Food investigation (10 hour project) - Students will investigate and evaluate the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties 

of ingredients. 

 

Task 2 (35%) - Food preparation task (20 hour project) - Students will prepare, cook and present dishes in one 3 hour period. 

 

Please see Mr Birch if you would like more information. 

 

 



GCSE in DESIGN TECHNOLOGY: PRODUCT DESIGN 
 

Course Content 

 
The qualification will build on the knowledge, understanding and skills established through the Design and Technology elements of the Key Stage 3 

programme of study.  The GCSE allows able students to study core technical and designing and making principles, including a broad range of design 

processes, materials techniques and equipment.  They will also have the opportunity to study specialist technical principles in greater depth. 

 

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly technological world.  Students will gain 

awareness and learn from wider influences on Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors.  students 

will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and making and apply technical and practical expertise. 

 

The course content: 

 

 Core technical principles 

 Specialist technical principles 

 Designing and making principles 

 D&T project (NEA) 

 

Assessment: 

 

50% - Written exam:  Core technical principles across:  Specialist technical principles, Designing and making principles. 

 

50% - NEA:  Design and Make project (internal assessment) 

Identifying and investigating design possibilities; producing a design brief and specification;  generating design ideas; developing design ideas;  realizing 

design ideas; analyzing and evaluating. 

 

Please see Mr Birch if you would like more information. 

 



GCSE in DRAMA 

 

Course Content 

 

Much of the work is practical.  Students study one complete performance text and two key extracts from a second performance text.  There is the option of 

presenting for assessment work in set design, costume, sound or lighting as an alternative to performing.  During the course students must attend at least 

one live performance which will be organised by the Drama Department and take place partly out of school time.  Practical work will be supported by a 

portfolio of written evidence.  In the run up to the two performance assessments, pupils will be expected to be available for rehearsals after school.  For the 

written exam, pupils will learn to structure written responses to the set text and the live theatre experience.  They will develop an ability to describe, 

analyse and evaluate performance drama.  

 

 

Assessment 

 

Component 1:  Written Exam      40% 

 

Component 2:  Non-examined assessment: devised drama  40% 

 

Component 3:  Performance of text to external examiner  20% 

 

Other information 

 

You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that is both practical and creative.  You certainly need to be interested in doing practical drama 

work.  Drama will suit you if you enjoy working as part of a team as Drama involves lots of group work.  As well as learning about specific drama and 

theatre skills, the course will help to increase your self-confidence and communication skills.  You do not need to have done any drama outside school, but 

you will be encouraged to take part in extra-curricular work.  You do not need to consider yourself to be good at drama at this stage – five lessons every 

two weeks at GCSE will make a big difference. 

 

Please see Mr Young if you would like more information. 

 



GCSEs in ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 

Both GCSEs develop essential skills that students need for other subjects they study and for life beyond school; including analysis and empathy. Both 

GCSE s also develop essential reading and communication skills. 
 

English Language 
 

Paper 1:  Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

What is assessed: 

Section A: Reading – one extract from a fiction text from the 20th or 21st-century 

Section B: Writing – descriptive or narrative writing. 
 

How it is assessed: 

Written exam:  1 hour 45 minutes 

80 marks 

50% of GCSE 
 

Questions 

Reading (40 marks) (25%) – one single text 

  1 short form question (1 x 4 marks) 

  2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks) 

  1 extended question (1 x 20 marks) 
 

Writing (40 marks) (25%) 

  1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical accuracy) 

 

Paper 2:  Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

What is assessed: 

Section A:  Reading – one non-fiction text and one literacy non-fiction text: one from the 19th-century and one from the 20th or 21st-century 

Section B:  Writing – writing to present a viewpoint 

 



How it is assessed: 

Written exam:  1 hour 45 minutes 

80 marks 

50% of GCSE 

 

Questions 

Reading (40 marks) (25%) – two linked texts 

  1 short form question (1 x 4 marks) 

  2 longer form questions (1 x 8, 1 x 12 marks) 

  1 extended question (1 x 16 marks) 

 

Writing (40 marks) (25%) 

  1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical accuracy) 

 

Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language 

What is assessed: 

(AO7 – AO9) 

  presenting 

  responding to questions and feedback 

  use of Standard English 

 

How it is assessed: 

  marked by teacher, moderated by AQA 

  separate endorsement (appears on certificate as spoken language: Distinction (D), Merit (M) or Pass (P)) 

 

If you have any questions, please see Mrs Palmer, Director of English (Assistant Headteacher). 

 

 

 

 



English Literature 
 

All assessments are closed book:  any stimulus materials required will be provided as part of the assessment. 

 

All assessments are compulsory. 

 

Paper 1:  Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel 

What is assessed? 

  Shakespeare (currently we study ‘Romeo and Juliet’) 

  The 19th-century novel (currently we study ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens) 

 

How it is assessed: 

Written paper: 1 hour 45 minutes 

64 marks 

40% of GCSE 

 

Questions 

Section A Shakespeare:  students will answer one question on their play of choice.  They will be required to write in detail about an extract from the play 

and to write about the play as a whole. 

 

Section B The 19th-century novel:  students will answer one question on their novel of choice.  They will be required to write in detail about an extract 

from the novel and to write about the novel as a whole. 

 

Paper 2:  Modern texts and poetry 

What is assessed? 

  modern texts (currently we study ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J B Priestly) 

  poetry (currently we study the ‘Power and Conflict’ section of the poetry anthology) 

  unseen poetry 



 

How it is assessed: 

  Written paper: 2 hours 15 minutes 

  96 marks 

  60% of GCSE 

 

Questions 

Section A Modern texts:  students will answer one essay question from a choice of two on their studied modern prose or drama text. 

Section B Poetry:  students will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed on the paper and one other poem from their chosen 

anthology cluster. 

Section C Unseen poetry:  students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one question comparing this poem with a second unseen poem. 

 

If you have any questions, please see Mrs Palmer, Director of English (Assistant Headteacher). 

  

 



GCSE in FRENCH  

 
Course Content 

 

French classrooms at The Broxbourne School are vibrant learning environments, offering challenges to all students.  Every lesson offers activities in all 

skill areas: listening, speaking, reading and writing.  The pace of lessons is necessarily fast and the activities are fun and interactive.  

 

As part of the GCSE course students study a range of topics such as lifestyle, leisure, home, environment, education and work.  In addition, our 

department is committed to helping students to develop the key skills associated with successful international communication, including both cultural 

awareness and linguistic competence. 

 

To enable us to gear the teaching as effectively as possible to the needs of individual students, French continues to be taught in ability groupings 

throughout key stage 4.  Student progress is rigorously tracked and monitored in order to ensure that student attainment is as high as possible.  Assessment 

is by way of summative examinations in all four skill areas at the end of Year 11.  

 

Students may enter at two tier levels: foundation and higher.  At foundation level students will have access to grades 1 to 5.  At higher level they may 

attain grades 4 to 9.  Students must enter all 4 skills at the same tier level.  Students will complete an oral which will be conducted by their class teacher.  

Examinations in listening, reading and writing will be carried out under strict conditions set by the exam board and marked externally.  

 

The GCSE examination provides a thorough grounding for further study of the language at A level.  

 

Please see Miss Duddridge if you would like any further information.  



GCSE in GEOGRAPHY 
 

Geography is a hugely important subject in the development of the skills and understanding needed to make sense of our rapidly changing world.  The 

emphasis is on the understanding of physical and human geography and we look at the relationship between people and their environment.  This involves 

examining a number of topical global and environmental issues.  Students develop their skills and understanding through fieldwork and practical 

techniques wherever possible.  We also use a wide range of audio-visual material and ICT resources. 
 

The course is for pupils who have an interest in the world, how it is changing and who are concerned about the environment. 
 

Course Content – The table below is the Compulsory core content  
 

The department follows the OCR Geography B syllabus – Geography for Enquiring Minds. 
 

Global Hazards Urban Futures 

Changing Climate Dynamic Development 

Distinctive Landscapes UK in the 21st Century 

Sustaining Ecosystems Resource Reliance 

Maps, fieldwork and geographical skills  Decision Making Exercises 
 

Assessment and Fieldwork 
 

This will be assessed by 3 exams: 

- Our Natural World – 35% 

- People and Society – 35% 

- Geographical Exploration – 30% 
 

Each student will be expected to participate in compulsory fieldwork.  Students will have two fieldwork opportunities, a residential field trip to Norfolk 

and one day of fieldwork in London.  Fieldwork is assessed within exams. 
 

Other information  
 

This course is excellent preparation for those students thinking of progressing to AS level and A-level Geography. 
 

Geography is a subject which is well viewed by employers as it develops a wide range of skills:  report writing, data collection and presentation, decision-

making and analysis of sources. 
 

Please ask the Geography Department if you would like more information.



GCSE in GERMAN 

 
Course Content 

 
The GCSE German course builds on the knowledge and skills acquired in Years 8 and 9.  Students continue to work at the four skills of Listening, 

Speaking, Reading and Writing which form the framework for the examination.   

 

The syllabus covers three themes: Lifestyle; leisure; home and environment; work and education.  Students use the ‘Stimmt’ textbook. 

 

The aim of the course is to develop students’ ability to communicate effectively in German through both the spoken and written forms of the language.  

Students are encouraged to find out about the countries and communities in which German is spoken.  They also have the opportunity to participate in a 

successful and enjoyable exchange visit to the Black Forest. 

 

The course provides a suitable foundation for both further study and for the practical use of German. 

 

Assessment 
 

German is assessed by examination in the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing at the end of Year 11. 

 

Students are entered for either Foundation Tier (Grades 1-5) or Higher Tier (Grades 4-9).  It is now compulsory to do the same tier in each paper; students 

choose their tier with their teacher, according to their abilities in their different skills.  All papers are worth 25% of the marks 

 

Please see Mrs Hill if you would like more information. 

 

 

 



GCSE in HISTORY 

  
The History GCSE is 100% examination and the three exams are sat at the end of the two year course.  There is NO controlled assessment or coursework. 
 

Course Content 
 

Paper 1:   30% Examination 1 hour 15 minutes 
Section A: Historic Environment 

  The British Sector of the Western Front 1914 – 1918 – Surgery and Treatment 

Section B: Thematic Study 

  Medicine in Britain c1250 to present day 
 

Paper 2: 40% Examination 1 hour 45 minutes 
Section A: Period Study 

  Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941 – 1991 

Section B: British Depth Study 

  Early Elizabethan England 
 

Paper 3: 30% Examination 1 hour 20 minutes 
Modern Depth Study 

  Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918 – 1939 
 

These topics have been chosen because they are particularly interesting and relevant for our students.  They help to develop an understanding of the 

different social, cultural and political issues that are crucial to the world in which we live today.  The course also enables students to develop their ability 

to research and argue a balanced and substantiated point of view – skills valued in all walks of life but particularly in the fields of law, journalism and 

business.  History also teaches students to critically evaluate sources.  We make good use of audio-visual and printed material as well as the ICT facilities 

within the school. 
 

Please see Ms Walker if you would like more information. 

 

 

 

 

 



GCSE in ITALIAN 
 

Course content 

 

“A different language gives you a different vision of life” Federico Fellini 

 

This exciting language course offers students a different vision of their world and the opportunity to build upon and develop the Italian language skills 

they have acquired in Years 8 and 9. The course aims to focus on topics they find appealing and stimulating.  The emphasis is on communication in 

Italian, but grammatical accuracy becomes increasingly important for the higher grades. 

 

Students will study Italian language in the following contexts:  Identity and culture; local, national and international areas of interest and current and future 

work, study and employment.  Students will also be encouraged to broaden their cultural awareness of Italy and the Italians. 

 

Students will use the Amici course book and will have access via www.thisislanguage.com to complete listening, reading, grammar and vocabulary tasks.  

Students will also make use of other internet-based activities and will have a workbook to support their learning. 

 

There will be opportunities to participate in a study visit to Urbania, Le Marche, Italy. 

 

Assessment 

 

Students are assessed by examination in all four skills; Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing at the end of Year 11 at either Foundation or Higher tier. 

 

Other information 

 

With further training or study, students can enter a broad range of careers including European and international law and customer relations, travel and 

tourism, hotel and catering, international finance and banking, teaching, translation, interpreting and the Civil Service 

 

Please see Mrs Derbyshire-Wells if you would like more information. 

http://www.thisislanguage.com/


GCSE in MATHEMATICS 
 

Course Content 

 

The GCSE Syllabus builds on the knowledge and skills that students have acquired at Key Stage 3, in the following six main topic areas: 

 

 Number  Ratio, proportion and rates of change  Probability 

 Algebra  Geometry and measures  Statistics 

 

While studying GCSE Mathematics, students will extend their mathematical skills and understanding, and will learn to apply them to situations arising in 

their own lives, as well as in the classroom (Functional Mathematics).  They will be encouraged to think and communicate mathematically, and to develop 

a positive and confident attitude to the subject. 

 

Assessment 
 

Students are taught in groups according to ability and we currently follow the Edexcel Linear Mathematics Course.  Entry is at one of two tiers, 

Foundation or Higher.  The course consists of three written examinations.  These are taken at the end of the course. 

 

Grades available at the higher tier are 9, 8, 7, 6, 5 and 4.  Grades available at the foundation tier are 5, 4, 3, 2 and 1. 

 

Other information 

 

Students are expected to bring a scientific calculator and geometry set to all Mathematics lessons. 

 

Please see Mr Sheppard if you would like more information. 

  



GCSE in MUSIC 
 

Course Content 
 

GCSE Music is about making, listening to and enjoying music.  It covers performing, composing and listening in a variety of musical styles including 

popular music, musical theatre, world music and classical music.  There are opportunities to use music technology such as Sibelius, Garageband, 

Noteflight and Soundtrap to record your compositions.  It is a natural progression from Key Stage 3 music and gives you ‘hands on’ experience of music 

from a wide variety of cultures and periods. 
 

A brief outline of the three papers is given below: 

Performance (worth 30%, coursework, internally assessed and externally moderated) 

You are required to play or sing.  One solo and one ensemble (with other players/singers) (minimum of four minutes).  These pieces are recorded during 

Year 11 in school.  A 20 minute individual instrument lesson is required in order to prepare adequately for this part of the course.  These lessons can be 

taken either in school or with an outside instrumental/voice teacher.  The suggested standard required by Year 11 is around grade 4; however, players of 

grade 3 and under can still access this course.  Strong singers without formal training may also be suited to this course. 
 

Composition (worth 30%, coursework, internally assessed and externally moderated) 

For this paper, you are required to compose two pieces of music from two different areas of study, one in Year 10 and the other in Year 11.  One will be to 

a choice of set briefs given by the exam board given at the start of Year 11.  During the course you will be able to use a range of Music software for your 

composing.  
 

Listening (worth 40%, end of course exam, externally assessed) 

This is in the form of an end of course listening/written exam.  You will study eight set works of various styles throughout the course.  The exam is based 

on these works plus other previously unheard works.  These works are taken from a range of musical styles including popular music, musical theatre, 

world music and classical music.  Most of the exam is listening based.  
 

Assessment 

The majority of the Music GCSE is coursework based (performance and composition).  This is worth 60% of your GCSE.  The remaining 40% is for the 

listening paper.  This is the only examination and it takes place at the end of the course in the summer of Year 11. 
 

Other information 

 Students must attend their instrumental/voice lessons and practise regularly in order to make progress with the performance paper. 

 The music department has over a dozen extra-curricular music activities on offer, including the Jazz Band, Steel Pans, many specialist ensembles 

and choirs. You are expected to join at least one of these activities in order to support your performance work. 

 The skills you develop during the course could eventually lead you into careers in music recording, producing, performing, publishing, teaching, 

music therapy, or any job that involves communication and expressive skills. 

 The course is suited to any Year 9 pupil who has enjoyed Music, has worked hard at KS3 and is capable of reaching at least grade 3 on an 

instrument.  

 We strongly advise pupils to join Grade 5 theory club after school in order to support your course. 
Please see Mrs Kornhauser or Mrs Wood if you would like more information. 



GCSE in PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Course Content 

 

The course is divided into two sections: 
 

 Written assessment (60%)  

- Paper 1: Physical factors affecting performance (30%) 

- Paper 2: Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology (30%) 
 

 Practical Assessment (40%)  

- 1 team sport 

- 1 individual sport 

- 1 team or individual sport 
 

Written Assessment 

Candidates will study the theoretical element of PE and sport culminating with two 1 hour exam papers at the end of the course.  The theory content 

includes: sports injury; skeletal system; muscular system; training; diet; health and well-being; respiratory system; cardio-vascular system; drugs in sport; 

violence in sport; goal setting; skill classification and types of guidance. 
 

Practical Assessment 

Candidates will cover a variety of popular sports/activities with a focus to develop their physical skills to a higher level.  All sports will be assessed 

internally throughout the duration of the course, with an external practical assessment during the spring term of Year 11.  Candidates must submit three 

assessment sports/activities towards their overall grade.  For each sport/activity they will be assessed on their skills and techniques in conditioned 

situations, and skills and tactics in competitive situations.  Candidates must be assessed as a performer, in one team sport, one individual sport and one 

from either team or individual.  It is essential that pupils regularly participate in a variety of practical activities to be able to access the exam board 

requirements. 
 

Team sports include: Association football, badminton, basketball, cricket, dance, handball, hockey, netball, rugby league, rugby union, squash, table 

tennis, tennis and volleyball 
 

Individual sports include: Amateur boxing, athletics, badminton, canoeing, cycling, dance, diving, equestrian, golf, gymnastics, kayaking, rock climbing, 

skiing, snowboarding, squash, table tennis, tennis, trampolining. 

 

Please see Mr Read if you would like more information. 



OCR Cambridge National in Sports Science 
 

Course Content 

 

The OCR Cambridge National in Sports Science has been designed to provide an engaging and stimulating introduction to the world of sport. The 

Cambridge Nationals in Sport Science offer learners the opportunity to study key areas of sport science including anatomy and physiology linked to 

fitness, health, injury and performance; the science of training and the application of training principles. The course is divided into four units, each of 

which covers a different topic area. Each unit is worth 25% of the overall grade. Three of the units are assessed via internally assessed coursework each of 

which are based on workplace situations, activities and demands. The fourth topic is assessed by a written exam which is taken in the June of Year 10. The 

exam lasts for one hour with 60 marks available. The course offers pupils to explore sport through a more vocational manner through Key Stage Four.  

 

The OCR Cambridge Nationals in Sports Science is one option block and the qualification is equivalent to one GCSE. It will be graded as a pass, merit or 

distinction.  

 

Students study two core compulsory units:  

 

Reducing the risk of injury 

1-hour exam 

60 marks 

Set and marked by OCR 

Applying principles of training Internally assessed coursework 

 

And two optional specialist units: 

 

The body’s response to physical activity  
Internally assessed coursework  

Plus practical assessment in one sport 

Sports nutrition Internally assessed coursework 

 

OCR will externally moderate a selection of the internally assessed coursework that pupils complete before an overall grade for the qualification is 

awarded.  

 

Please see Mr Cavanagh if you would like any more information. 



GCSE in RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 

This course provides students with the opportunity to investigate and respond to fundamental questions of life raised by religion and human experience.  

Students will study key issues concerned with the philosophy of religion and various moral issues relevant to contemporary society.  It is designed to equip 

students with critical, analytical skills and encourages them to express and evaluate opinions in a reasonable and coherent manner. 
 

Course content 
 

Students will study 3 components: 
 

Component 1: Religions, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World (50%) 

 Issues of Relationships – Gender equality, marriage, divorce, sex, family 

 Issues of Life and Death – origins of life, animal rights, the afterlife, euthanasia, abortion 

 Issues of Good and Evil – Free will, conscience, evil, suffering, crime and punishment, the death penalty 

 Issues of Human Rights – United Nations, wealth and poverty, freedom of religion, extremism, forgiveness, racism 
 

Component 2: Christianity (25%) 

 The Nature of God 

 Creation 

 Salvation 

 Life after death 

 Worship 

 Christian charities 
 

Component 3: Hinduism (25%) 

 Nature of Brahman (God) 

 Ātman (soul) and reincarnation 

 Hindu views of the nature of the universe 

 Temple worship 

 Festivals 

 Environmental projects 
 

Assessment 
 

Assessment consists of 100% final examination. 
 

Please see Mrs Vayani, Miss Capelo or Mrs Smith if you would like more information. 



GCSE TRIPLE AWARD SCIENCE – Separate Sciences – Biology, Chemistry & Physics (AQA) 
 

Course content 

 

Students taking separate sciences will study Biology, Chemistry and Physics as three separate GCSE certificates taught by subject specialists.  The course 

occupies 12 lessons of curriculum time per fortnight.  All courses aim to stimulate curiosity, interest and enjoyment in science and its methods of inquiry. 

  

Biology topics include: Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response ; Bioenergetics;  Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, Variation and 

evolution and Ecology. 

 

Chemistry topics include: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, Properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; Energy 

changes; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere and Using resources. 

 

Physics topics include: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; Atomic structure; Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism and Space 

physics. 

 

Assessment 
 

Six exam papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. All the papers are 1 hour 45 minutes. 

Students will write all their exams in May/June of Year 11. 

There are two tiers of entry: Foundation and Higher. 

The papers contain various question types: multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response. 

 

Students will carry out eight practicals for each subject.  Students will be assessed on their practical skills in their exams with at least 15% of the marks 

coming from questions relating to practicals. 

 

Please contact Mrs Pilbeam if you would like more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE – AQA Trilogy 
 

 

Course content 

 

This double award is equivalent to two GCSEs.  Students studying Combined Science will cover the three science disciplines; Biology, chemistry and 

physics, in the traditional fashion taught by subject specialists. 

 

The course occupies 9 lessons of curriculum time per fortnight.  It aims to stimulate curiosity, interest and enjoyment in science and its methods of 

inquiry.  

 

Biology topics include: Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; Bioenergetics; Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, Variation and evolution 

and Ecology. 

 

Chemistry topics include: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, Properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; Energy 

changes; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere and Using resources. 

 

Physics topics include: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; Atomic structure; Forces; Waves and Magnetism and electromagnetism. 

 

Assessment 
 

Six exam papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. All the papers are 1 hour 15 minutes. 

Students will write all their exams in May/June of Year 11. 

There are two tiers of entry: Foundation and Higher. 

The papers are equally weighted, each is worth 16.7% containing various question types: multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open 

response. 

Combined Science will have a 17 point grading scale, from 9–9, 9–8 through to 2–1, 1–1. 

Students will carry out 16 practicals for Combined Science. Students will be assessed on their practical skills in their exams with at least 15% of the marks 

coming from questions relating to practicals. 

 

Please contact Mrs Pilbeam if you would like more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Your final choice 
 

Now that you have had a chance to consider all the options available, you have to decide which subjects you want 

to do. 

 

Remember once you have started your course in Year 9 you will not be allowed to change subjects. 

 

You will also be invited to attend an individual careers meeting with a senior member of staff.  At this meeting you 

can talk about your subject choices. 

 

You will need to fill in the form supplied at the back of this booklet, which gives us details of your choices.  Please 

complete it in pencil before your careers interview and bring it with you. 

 

 

Will I always get my first choices? 

Sometimes, if a subject does not attract enough students it may have to be withdrawn.  Occasionally, it is not 

possible to give a student the exact combination of subjects they would like to study.  In these instances we aim to 

ensure that the student gets one of their ‘reserve’ subjects instead. 

 

We try our best to ensure that all students get the subjects of their choice, but we cannot give guarantees.



 


