
Key Stage 4 Information Evening

An overview of the next two years



Introductions

Mr Clift - Deputy Headteacher
Miss Odysseus - Head of Year

Mrs Palmer - Director of English
Ms Johnstone - Director of Maths



Post 16 / post 18

How do we put students in the best possible 
position?

• Maximising grades 

• Maximising support and guidance

• Eye on the prize



Aspiration

• 6th form / college applications

• University applications

• Apprenticeship applications

• Useful websites

• Ensuring right subjects for courses (IAG)

• Importance of KS4 to Uni / apprenticeship 
applications



Useful websites

www.ucas.com     (go to ‘search for courses’)

www. university.which.co.uk

www.notgoingtouni.co.uk 

www.mycareerspringboard.co.uk

www.thebigchoice.com 

www.studentladder.co.uk 

www.apprenticeships.org.uk

http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
http://www.mycareerspringboard.co.uk/
http://www.thebigchoice.com/
http://www.studentladder.co.uk/
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/


Key priorities at Broxbourne
• Supporting all students in maximising their potential 

• Planning for the future – information and guidance 
leading to plan A… and Plan B

• Support for those capable and aspirational to be 
attending Oxbridge and Russell Group universities 

• Vocational routes - College, apprenticeship 
information (increasing numbers getting on to very 
high quality apprenticeships)



Essential Information

•What courses look like

•Assessment – exams and ‘controlled assessments’

•How parents can help



What courses look like
Three types of qualification that fit into a National Qualification 
Framework

 

GCSE
Single qualifications

Exams

‘Controlled Assessments’
(reduced in scale)

Graded 1 - 9
- all subjects 

OCR National
ICT only 

(1 GCSE A-C equivalent)
Mainly Coursework 

Some external assessment

Graded: Pass, 
Merit, Distinction and

Distinction*

BTEC
First Award

(1 GCSE 4-9 equivalent)

Mainly Coursework 
Some external 

assessment

Graded: Pass, 
Merit, Distinction and 

Distinction *



Old grading system New Numerical grades

A* 9 - the top 20 per cent of pupils who gain at least a grade 7, 
limiting the number of candidates who can achieve the best 
mark

 8

A 7

  

B 6

  

C – top third 5 – ‘this standard will be in line with the expectations of 
“average” performers

C 4

D  

 3

E  

 2

F  

  

G 1

U U



Assessment
A combination of: 

•Examinations

•Controlled Assessments

•Coursework (BTEC and OCR Cambridge 
Nationals only)



Examinations

GCSE – All courses are now linear i.e. they will be 
examined at the end of the course (May/June)

Practical exams in Art, languages, Music, Drama, PE

Typically papers are 1 – 1 1/2 hours long



Controlled Assessment (GCSE) Coursework (BTEC, 
OCR Nationals)

It is marked by 
teachers and 
moderated by 
exam boards.

Can account for up 
to 40% of a GCSE 
(increasingly less 
so)

Done at 
different times 
in each 
subject.  

Can be a single 
piece of work or 
a folder of  5 
assignments or a 
big project

Completed in exam conditions
 in class over a set period

Attendance vital 



Adapting to recent circumstances

We are aware that there are still lasting impacts on learning stemming from the various lockdowns and absences 
caused by the pandemic. We will work tirelessly with pupils to try and catch up any lost learning, using all the 
resources at our disposal. If there are any changes to courses etc. we will make pupils and parents aware of these 
in a timely manner. 



Section A

 Reading

1 unseen fiction text

Q1 – 4 short answers. 4 marks

Q2 – language. 8 marks

Q3 – structure. 8 marks

Q4 – Critical evaluation. 20 marks
. 

Section B

Writing

Descriptive or narrative writing

Inspired by the reading 

In response to an image or a scenario

24 marks for content

16 marks for accuracy

Section A

Reading

1 non fiction and 1 literary non fiction 
text

Similar theme but from different 
centuries

Q1 – short answer.  4 marks

Q2 – summary. 8 marks

Q3 – language. 12 marks

Q4 – Compare how perspectives are 
conveyed.  16 marks

Section B

Writing

Writing to present a viewpoint

25 marks for content

16 marks for accuracy

50% Paper 1

Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

50 % Paper 2

Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives

Total exam time 1 hour 45 minutes Total exam time 1 hour 45 minutes

The three texts given in the two exams will cover the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries 

AQA ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE

All exams will be taken at the end of Year 11. Spoken language endorsement. Grade reported on certificate



Section A

 Shakespeare – Romeo and 
Juliet

One question on one play. One 
question about the given 

extract and the whole of the 
play

Section B

The 19th-century novel – 
Dickens’ 

A Christmas Carol 

One question on the one novel 
studied

One question about the given 
extract and the whole of the 

text

Section A

Modern texts – 

An Inspector Calls by JB Priestley

One essay question from a choice 
of two on their studied drama text

Section B

Poetry – the Power and Conflict 
cluster

One comparative question on one 
named poem printed on the paper 

and one other poem from the studies 
poetry cluster

Section C

Unseen poetry

One question on one unseen poetry 
and one question comparing this 

poem with a second unseen poem

40%  Paper 1 Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel 60%  Paper 2 Modern texts and poetry

Total exam time 1 hour 45 minutes Total exam time 2 hours 15 minutes

AQA ENGLISH LITERATURE GCSE



What students need to do

• Bring all equipment all of the time

• Complete all class and homework

• Proofread

• Respond to their teacher’s feedback

• Develop a wide vocabulary 

• Use study guides

• Know the texts, quotations and exams inside out

• Complete numerous essays and plans – some under 
timed conditions

• Work steadily over the two years

• Take breaks and live a healthy lifestyle



Working together, succeeding together
• Provide a quiet space where your son/daughter can work;

• Help your son/daughter to organise work  - provide revision 

cards etc

• Encourage your child to read every day

• Encourage your child to read study guides

• Help your child to memorise some important knowledge - test 

him/her from now on - repetition is key

• Encourage your son/daughter to complete some practise plans 

then essays then timed essays.

• Encourage a healthy lifestyle!



Mathematics

Edexcel Linear Mathematics
Higher Tier (9-3) Foundation Tier (5-1)

Papers are only taken in June 2024 although resits can be done in November 2024

Paper 1 Non Calculator Paper (1 hour 30 mins)

Paper 2 Calculator paper (1 hour 30 mins)

Paper 3 Calculator paper (1 hour 30 mins)

Each paper has an equal weighting 



How to succeed at maths
Maths is a skills based subject.

The key to being successful is repetition and practising 
questions throughout the course.  

Constant reviewing of material will cement it in the long term 
memory.

Exams cover a wider range of content than individual lessons.

Practice exams and walking talking mocks.

Practise, practise, practise!



Homework
Key element of long term learning.

It will often be set via Google Classroom.

As we reach the end of the year there will 
be more work on exam papers as we 
begin the revision process. 



Maths Revision
hegartymaths.com
www.hegartymaths.com

Google Classroom
classroom.google.com

The Maths department would like to be able to email revision advice and resources home. If you are not already set 
up to receive emails from the school, please contact admin@broxbourne.herts.sch.uk

Revision Guides
In due course, we will contact parents with an opportunity to purchase these at a significantly lower cost than in the 
high street.

mailto:admin@broxbourne.herts.sch.uk


Preparation in School
• Induction tests
• Parents’ evening
• Careers fair
• Internal tests / mock exams
• Target setting
• Reports
• Intervention (mentors, tutors, small group work, motivational work)



Support in school
• Proactive with intelligent use of data to inform interventions
• Withdrawal where necessary for extra Eng/maths
• Flexible timetabling if necessary
• 1 to 1 sessions
• Submit the best controlled assessments possible (where still relevant)
• Changes to groupings to respond to need
• Extensive use of past papers (at school and at home)
• Staff training
• Revision sessions and walk through mocks



How Can You Help?

•Interest and encouragement

•Time management and organisation

•Checking homework

•Equipment

•Environment

•Communication



Attendance

• It is vitally important that pupils attend regularly in KS4 
and your support in ensuring this will be invaluable

Statistics from the government:
� Of pupils who miss between 10% and 20% of school, 

only 35% manage to achieve five A* to C GCSEs, 
including English and maths

� Of pupils who miss less than 5% of school, 73% 
achieve 5 A* to Cs, including English and maths



Behaviour for learning

It is more important than ever that we work together to ensure 
pupils are behaving well in school - as always we welcome your 
support 



Revising Effectively



Thank you for listening


