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Introduction 
 
 

 
Key Stage 4 – Years 10 and 11 - is a critical time in every pupil’s life.  The results they obtain at the 
end of this period will have a major influence on their future career opportunities.   
 
Clearly, it is essential that we help them to put this time, which amounts to little more than five terms, 
to the best possible use.  The support offered to pupils both by the school and by parents can make 
an enormous difference, particularly in helping them to cope with the increased workload that Key 
Stage 4 courses bring. 
 
This booklet aims to give parents information about what their child will be going through over the next 
couple of years.  It outlines the demands that will be placed on them and offers some suggestions as 
to how parents can help.  There are also details about how the school will provide information for 
parents to keep them informed of their child’s progress and what the school will be doing to support 
and encourage pupils to do their best. 
 
Key Stage 4 can be a demanding and pressurised time for pupils, but it also offers them great 
stimulation and interest.  They have a greater say in what subjects they study and they are able to 
study these areas in greater depth and detail.   
 
We believe that by working together as a partnership, the school and parents can ensure that pupils 
both enjoy their studies in Years 10 and 11 and also achieve their full potential. 
 
This information may be amended in the light of further guidance from exam boards.  We are advised 
that the exam boards will amend courses to reflect the impact of the pandemic and this may lead to 
internal changes to courses and assessments.  



 

 
 

What will pupils be studying in Key Stage 4? 
 

 All pupils take: 
 

- English 
-  Mathematics 
- Science 
 

 All pupils also have 2 lessons of PE per fortnight (non-examined) 
 
 

 All pupils take part in PSHE / RE events which occur throughout the year 
 
 

 In addition, pupils take courses in 4 or 5 other subjects, most of which they have chosen.  The 
majority of these are GCSE courses: 

 

- Art: Drawing and Painting 
- Art: Graphics 

- Photography 

- Business Studies 

- Computer Science 

- Design and Technology: Food and Resistant Materials 

- Drama 

- French 

- Geography 

- German 

- History 

- Italian 

- Music 

- Physical Education 

- Religious Studies 
 

 We also run vocational BTEC courses in Enterprise and Cambridge Nationals in iMedia and 
Sport. 

 

What are GCSEs, vocational BTEC and Cambridge National courses? 
 
For assessment purposes a few GCSEs are divided into tiers.  In those subjects where this applies, 
pupils are entered for the tier most suitable for their ability.  
 
Vocational courses: 
 
BTEC Tech in Enterprise, and OCR Cambridge National Award in iMedia and Sport are taught for 5 
periods per fortnight.  They are equivalent to one GCSE but are graded as Pass/Merit/Distinction. 
 



 

 

 
How will I know how my son / daughter is doing in their 
Key Stage 4 courses? 
 

 
The school provides parents with information about their child’s progress at regular intervals 
throughout Years 10 and 11.   
  

Year 10 
 Induction Evening – Thursday 16th September 2021 
 Parents’ Evening – Thursday 24th February 2022 
 Reports Home – Wednesday 11th May 2022 

 

Year 11 
Full report  
In addition to the target information, which parents receive at the beginning of Year 11, a full report, 
including Mock GCSE results, is sent out before the Parents’ Evening. 
 
Sixth Form Open Evening – November 10th 2021.   
This gives parents and children a chance to find out about courses offered by the school in the Sixth 
Form and what grades are required for entry.   
 
Parents’ Evening  
This takes place on 20th January and gives parents an opportunity to speak to every teacher.  Pupils 
are required to be present with their parents to this meeting. 
 
Revision Evening for parents 
This takes place the week after the sixth form open evening on 16th November 2021.  This meeting 
offers parents practical advice on supporting their children through the revision process.  Pupils 
receive a similar talk during a PSHE session. 

 
Meeting with a senior member of staff – January 2022 
Parents and pupils will be invited to an individual meeting with a senior member of staff to discuss 
options for the future and preparations for exams. 
 
Parents are encouraged to speak to individual subject teachers or the Form Tutor or Head of 
Year, to discuss any issues concerning their son / daughter’s progress in their studies.  



 

 

Target setting 
  
In Year 10 pupils are set target grade ranges in each subject they are studying.  These are the grade 
ranges we believe the pupil is capable of achieving with sustained hard work.  It is the grade range 
they should be aiming for as a minimum. 
 
Teachers assess progress towards these target ranges using a variety of tools and these include; 
 
The quality of class work / homework   Exam results 
Internal marks for tests / specific pieces of work  FFT predictions 
Coursework grades   
 
Fischer Family Trust (FFT) is an independent organisation contracted by the DFE to analyse 
performance of pupils at KS4.  At Broxbourne we always achieve better results than achieved 
nationally and so we use Fischer Family Trust predictions based upon the progress made in KS4 by 
pupils in the top 20% of schools in the country. Pupils will receive a set of target grade ranges based 
on FFT predictions. These are not a limit to pupils’ achievement or a guarantee of success. These 
predictions will be explained in an assembly to the pupils and in a letter to parents once they are 
generated.  
 
 

How do teachers prepare pupils for the actual exams? 
 
Pupils are given plenty of practice runs.  The format of each exam and the arrangements for taking 
exams will both be familiar to your son / daughter before they sit the real thing.   
Below is a list of activities undertaken by pupils to prepare for their final exams: 
 
Internal tests / activities 
 
Year 10 exams – end of spring term 
 
Year 11 Mocks – end of autumn term 
 
Study Leave is provided for pupils in both years.  This means that during the exams, pupils work at 
home and only come in for their actual exams. 
 
Each subject will ensure requirements for coursework/controlled assessments or orals will have been 
explained in full. 
 
School Email Address 
 
All students will have a school email account which they will learn how to access in Computer 
Science.  They will also be taught the proper etiquette for sending email.  All emails sent by students 
are monitored and recorded.  Email will be used to inform the students about a range of important 
information.  Email can be accessed in school or at home by going to: 
 
www.google.co.uk 
 
Students sign in with their email address and password.  Their email password is always the same as 
their school computer password.  
 
Google Gsuite for Education 
The school is increasingly using Google Gsuite for Education in school.  All students have access to 
Gsuite using the same login details as their email address.  This gives access to a wide range of 
Google apps that the students can use on any computer.  Increasingly teachers are using Google 
classroom to set students homework because it has the ability to provide resources for students as 

http://www.google.co.uk/


 

well as giving the deadline for the homework.  Reminders are set in Google Calendar and emails are 
sent to the student with the details of the homework and when it is due.  Students can easily show 
parents what homework is set in Google Classroom and when it is due.  The Google Classroom App 
is available for all devices and platform. 
 



 

 

COURSEWORK/CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT 

 
What is coursework? 

Coursework is work that is done before the written exam at specified times throughout the course. 
 
It is marked by teachers and moderated by exam boards. 
 
It can account for over 40% of a GCSE and 75% of BTEC courses. 
 
It can be -  
- a single piece of work 
- a big project 
- practical tasks 
 
Coursework is completed at different times in each subject. 
 
In most cases coursework takes the form of a controlled assessment that has to be completed under 
classroom supervision. 
 
Most subjects no longer have coursework or controlled assessment at GCSE 

 

There are 3 stages in coursework: 

 
1. Explanation of task 
 
All pupils will be given clear instructions about what is expected of them.  It may be an essay, a write 
up of an experiment, a report on a particular issue, etc. 

 
2. Preparation / Research 
 
Before pupils begin, they will need to gather information or ideas together.  A lot of this will be done at 
school, but also at home.  This might include answering questions, re-reading chapters of a novel, 
research using the Internet / school library, learning vocabulary or a series of colour studies for Art. 
The time put into preparation and research will often count towards the final mark.  Pupils should 
prepare as thoroughly as possible for coursework tasks. 
 
3. The actual assignment 
 
This will vary from subject to subject and specific details for each subject are included in this booklet.   
 
In some cases pupils are given an opportunity to redraft their work and in others this is not allowed. 
In most cases coursework and controlled assessments can be word-processed.   
 
The completion of coursework and controlled assessments will fall under one of the following 
headings for each subject: 
 

 All coursework and controlled assessments are completed in class time under supervision 

 Preparation at home / written up in class 

 A combination of classwork / homework 
 
 
 



 

 

GCSE 

SUBJECT BOARD AWARD 

ART: ART& DESIGN: FINE ART AQA 8202 

ART & DESIGN: GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION AQA 8203 

ART & DESIGN: PHOTOGRAPHY AQA 8206 

BUSINESS STUDIES EDUQAS C510QS 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY EDEXCEL 1DT0 

D&T: FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION  AQA 8585 

COMPUTER SCIENCE (GCSE) OCR J277 

   

DRAMA AQA 8261 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AQA 8700 

ENGLISH LITERATURE  AQA 8702 

GEOGRAPHY B OCR J384 

HISTORY  EDEXCEL 1HI0 

MATHS  EDEXCEL 1MA1 

FRENCH AQA 8658 

GERMAN AQA 8668 

ITALIAN AQA 8633 

MUSIC EDEXCEL 1MU0 

PE  OCR J587 

RE (Route A2) EDUQAS C120P2 

SCIENCE:     

BIOLOGY  AQA 8461 

CHEMISTRY  AQA 8462 

PHYSICS  AQA 8463 

COMBINED SCIENCE Trilogy AQA 8464 

CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL:    

IMEDIA LEVEL 1/2 CERTIFICATE  OCR J817 

SPORT SCIENCE L1/2 Certificate OCR J812 

BTEC:   

ENTERPRISE (Level1/2 Technical Award EDEXCEL BGNZ5 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

What can parents do to support their child in KS4?  
 

Interest and encouragement 
Taking an interest in their work and encouraging them to try their best will give your child confidence 
and good self-esteem.  Keeping calm and supportive might prove difficult at times, and the temptation 
to nag can be hard to resist.  Certainly, there may be times when you have to put your foot down, but 
you may find you are more successful when you find opportunities to celebrate their success and use 
incentives and encouragement. 
 

Time management and organisation 
This is the key area where parental support can make that all-important difference.  Your son / 
daughter will experience times of great pressure and feel overwhelmed by the task ahead.  If a 
systematic approach to homework has been set up, this may be minimised and it may prove easier to 
find solutions together. The best time for pupils to start work is shortly after returning home from 
school after a short break.  This then opens up the whole evening, rather than trying to cram all their 
work in after 8pm or on a Sunday evening. Included are some ideas for breaking the evening and 
weekend down into time slots. 
 
Equally, some pupils need support in organising their work.  A bedroom full of piles of notes or books 
is not going to provide an incentive to get started on homework or a good starting point for later 
revision. Encourage them to file their work away into folders or drawers for separate subjects as this 
allows them to take a greater responsibility for their own learning. 
 

Checking homework 
Taking an active interest in homework tasks is beneficial to you both.  Parents are kept abreast of 
what their child is doing and pupils know their parents may want to see their work.  It’s a fine line 
between criticism and positive feedback at times, but encourage your son / daughter to use you as a 
sounding board.  Reading through their answers may alert them to errors.  Getting them to explain 
their answers to you allows them to secure their learning.  If you are concerned about the quality of a 
piece of work, you should discuss it with your child whilst remembering to be as positive as possible. 
 

Revision 
There are some excellent resources to guide revision that can be accessed by visiting the school 
website https://www.broxbourne.herts.sch.uk/112/key-stage-4. 

 

Equipment 
It is essential for pupils to be fully equipped for lessons. The occasional check from you may remind 
them to tell you their highlighters have run out or that they have lost their ruler again. A scientific 
calculator is essential and we recommend pupils carry a dictionary around with them.  Each subject 
will have specific equipment requirements and if key books are left at home, it may seriously hamper a 
pupil’s progress in a lesson.   
 

Environment 
Offering a supportive environment at home for study will greatly assist your child’s learning.  A quiet 
place to work with minimum distractions is advisable.  Negotiate TV, phone-calls, computer games, 
Internet access around homework wherever possible. 



 

 

 

Managing workload 
 
Homework is a vital part of the next two years, but it is also important for your son / daughter to pursue 
other interests and have plenty of free time.   
 

This is possible as long as they are organised.   
 

Below is an example of how you can help your son / daughter to organise their work around other 
commitments. 
 
 

 
EXAMPLE –  
Jack is in Year 10, loves sport and likes spending time with friends. 
 
FIXED POINTS IN HIS WEEK: 
 
Football training – Tuesday 7.30 onwards 
 
Rugby at school – Thursday until 6.00 
 
Workload by end of Thursday 
 
English coursework essay – two weeks to do it. 
 
Art – colour studies – no fixed deadline yet 
 
Maths – end of unit test – next Wednesday 
 
History – notes for Tuesday 
 
WEEKEND PLANS 
Out – Friday / Saturday evenings 
Visit grandparent Sunday afternoon 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Jack’s weekend : How is he going to fit it all in? 

 
His weekend currently looks like this: 
(The shaded areas show when he’s not available to do homework) 
 

 
Jack has some time on both days to work. However, it all looks a bit daunting. He’s reluctant to get 
down to it because he doesn’t think he’s got enough time.   
 
As Jack’s parent, there is room for negotiation and an opportunity to talk about workload if we look at a 
slightly different model: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In this version, by breaking down the sessions into two halves, Jack has been persuaded to see there 
is still time on Friday and Saturday evenings (e.g., until 7.30) to do some work before he goes out. 
Together with his parents he has taken the list from his planner and found a way of fitting it all into the 
weekend and still have free time left.  Now Jack is more willing to make an effort. 
 
 
This planning sheet could also be used for evenings in the week. Simply split the evening into one 
hour slots: 
 
 
TUESDAY EVENING 

SUBJECT 4.30 –5.30 5.30 –6.30 6.30 –7.30 7.30 –8.30  8.30 –9.30 

Maths     
Free time 

 

History     

French   Tea   

Art     

 
 
 

 AM PM EVENING 

FRI At school At school Out 

SAT   Out 

SUN  Visit 
grandparent 

 

 Morning Afternoon Evening 
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FRI               At school French History Out 

SAT English English  Maths  Out 

SUN Art Art Visit grandparent   



 

 

 

You might wish to photocopy these blank planners and try using them with your child. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

SUBJECT 4.30 –5.30 5.30 –6.30 6.30 –7.30 7.30 –8.30  8.30 –9.30 
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Year 10 Homework 2021-2023 
 

Week 1 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
Science 

(lesson 3)  
INLUCKYOG 

 
Option A 
(lesson 4) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Science  

(lesson 5) 
INLUCKYOG 

 
Option E  
(lesson 1) 

 
Option D 
(lesson 3) 

 
 

 
Option C  
(lesson 4) 

 
Option G 
(lesson 5) 

 
Option F 

(lesson 4) 
 

Option B  
(lesson 1) 

 

 
 

Week 2 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
Option D  
(lesson 3) 

 
Option E  
(lesson 5) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Science 

(lesson 5) 
KO 

 
Option C  
(lesson 1) 

 
Option B  
(lesson 4) 

 
Option G 
(lesson 3) 

 
Option A  
(lesson 2) 

 
Option F  

(lesson 5) 

 
Science (lesson 

2) INLUCYG 

 
 

How this timetable works 

 Each subject in Options A – G sets one homework per week.  A student can tell which subject they 
study in each Option by looking at the period on their personal timetable when the Option occurs 
(given in brackets) 
 

 Triple and Double Science set 3 homeworks per fortnight 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

GCSE and Vocational 
Course Outlines 

 
These include details of the content of each course, 

equipment required, how it will be assessed and the nature of 
coursework. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
THE COURSE 
Across the course, projects are set that encourage pupils to explore an idea, convey an experience 
and/or respond to a theme or issue of personal significance. The coursework component begins by 
promoting an understanding of painting, drawing and photography through observation, investigation 
and experimentation of tone, form, colour, surface effects and composition.  After this, students are 
then introduced to a wider range of media and processes such as printing, pastel, collage and three 
dimensional work.  
 
Units of work are set on a variety of themes such as identity, portraits, environment, barriers and 
gluttony; however these can vary each year.  Artworks responding to set themes may be a series of 
prints, paintings on paper and canvas, ceramic outcomes, other three dimensional forms such as wire, 
photographic responses or use of mixed materials.  Self-expression and willingness to be daring are 
more important here for a high level of success. 
 
Knowledge and understanding of artists and designers’ work is an essential element of the course 
because it develops critical awareness and enhances the confidence of pupils to undertake their own 
work. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Classwork and homework 
Assessed pieces are marked as a standalone outcome and when appropriate will be awarded a grade 
of 1-9, however for many prep pages and outcomes students will instead receive targets, this is due to 
exam boards guidance to assess projects holistically. When completed, each project will be handed in 
and assessed holistically for an overall grade in line with the 4 assessment objectives; record, explore, 
develop and present.  A written comment accompanies these marks to confirm the achievement and 
give guidelines for future development. Much guided commentary is provided verbally and teachers 
encourage pupils to note down such observations to expand on outside of lessons. It is encouraged 
that homework is started or finalised during after school support sessions, to provide specialist 
equipment and guidance from art staff.  
 
Year 10 exam 
The Year 10 examination is a five hour test piece, informed by preparatory studies combined with a 
coursework assessment.  Work produced is included in the pupil’s coursework portfolio and counts 
towards their final GCSE grade, so quality outcomes and a mature approach are required. Grades 
awarded are not fixed and progress on work is encouraged after assessment. It is an internal exam.  
 
Coursework 60% 
This involves a sequence of projects over the two years. All work completed from the summer of Year 
9 until the end of January in Year 11 counts towards students' final GCSE coursework grade.  Each 
project requires:  
 
● research, 
● initial plans, drawings and ‘roughs’ 
● developed ideas that explore a range of styles, media and techniques  
● a willingness to experiment with a range of media and styles 
● written evaluation 

● presentation / mounting in a cohesive manner  
● skillful recording 

 

 

ART & DESIGN: FINE ART GCSE 

 

 



 

 

Work is completed both as class and homework.  Each project will require approximately two hours 
work per week in addition to time spent in lessons; this independent time is crucial for progress and 
achievement. As mentioned above, students are encouraged to attend after school to complete these 
hours.  
 
Exam 40% 
Students are provided with a range of titles to respond to, these are set by the exam board AQA. From 
January, lessons and independent time will be focused on the preparation work for the exam. This will 
then culminate in a 10 hour exam over two days, during which students will complete a realised 
personal response in their chosen media and style. This typically takes place after the Easter holidays.  
 
● As with coursework, when completing preparatory work in the form of a sketchbook or boards, 

students are expected to meet the four assessment objectives (Develop, Explore, Record and 
Personal response) through the points listed above.    

● Pupils cannot sit their final exam without preparatory studies. 
 

Pupils’ work is marked internally and moderated externally.  The work is presented as a display in 
June to which parents, friends and pupils are invited to view the candidates’ achievements. 
 
TEACHING GROUPS 
Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups. 
 
EQUIPMENT 
Pupils must have 2B drawing pencils, a soft eraser, black fine line pen, paint brush and set of acrylic 
paints, colouring pencils, A3 sketchbook for homework and development work and an A2 folder for 
larger and final outcomes.  Packs of equipment may be ordered from the department, which range 
from basic to specialist. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
Visits to galleries and places of visual interest are encouraged throughout the course. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
THE COURSE 
Across the course, pupils are introduced to graphic communication as the process of designing 
primarily visual material to convey information, ideas, meaning and emotions in response to a given or 
self-defined brief. 
Projects are set which promote the understanding of graphic design including investigation and 
experimentation of layout, space, line, letter shape, negative and positive interplay, texture, pattern, 
colour contrast and harmony.  Units of work are set on themes such as; film, festivals, movement, 
travel and leisure, cultures and music, to create advertising literature, posters, corporate identities, 
leaflets, animated graphics, packaging designs and labels.  Accuracy and the appropriate use of 
media are of fundamental importance to the assessment of the pupil’s work.  The use of computers 
and cameras to aid design is integrated into the pupils’ coursework. 
 
Knowledge and understanding of artists and designers’ work is an essential element of the course 
because it develops critical awareness and enhances the confidence of pupils to undertake their own 
work. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Classwork and homework 
Assessed pieces are marked as a standalone outcome and when appropriate will be awarded a grade 
of 1-9, however for many prep pages and outcomes students will instead receive targets, this is due to 
exam boards guidance to assess projects holistically. When completed, each project will be handed in 
and assessed holistically for an overall grade in line with the 4 assessment objectives; record, explore, 
develop and present.  A written comment accompanies these marks to confirm the achievement and 
give guidelines for future development. Much guided commentary is provided verbally and teachers 
encourage pupils to note down such observations to expand on outside of lessons. It is encouraged 
that homework is started or finalised during after school support sessions, to provide specialist 
equipment and guidance from art staff.  
 
Year 10 exam 
The Year 10 examination is a five hour test piece, informed by preparatory studies combined with a 
coursework assessment.  Work produced is included in the pupil’s coursework portfolio and count 
towards their final GCSE grade, so quality outcomes and a mature approach are required. Grades 
awarded are not fixed and progress on work is encouraged after assessment. It is an internal exam.  
 
Coursework 60% 
This involves a sequence of projects over the two years. All work completed from the summer of Year 
9 until the end of January in Year 11 counts towards students' final GCSE coursework grade.  Each 
project requires:  
 
● research, 
● initial plans, drawings and ‘roughs’ 
● developed ideas that consider colour theory and explore a range of styles, media and   

      techniques  
●       a willingness to experiment with a range of media and styles 
● written evaluation 

● presentation / mounting in a cohesive manner  
 
Work is completed both as class and homework.  Each project will require approximately two hours 
work per week in addition to time spent in lessons; this independent time is crucial for progress and 

 

ART & DESIGN: GRAPHIC DESIGN GCSE 

 

 



 

 

achievement. As mentioned above, students are encouraged to attend after school to complete these 
hours.  
 
Exam 40% 
Students are provided with a range of titles to respond to, these are set by the exam board AQA. From 
January, lessons and independent time will be focused on the preparation work for the exam. This will 
then culminate in a 10 hour exam over two days, during which students will complete a realised 
personal response in their chosen media and style. This typically takes place after the Easter holidays.  
 

● As with coursework, when completing preparatory work in the form of a sketchbook or boards, 
students are expected to meet the four assessment objectives (Develop, Explore, Record and 
Personal response) through the points listed above.    

● Pupils cannot sit their final exam without preparatory studies. 
 
TEACHING GROUPS 
Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups. 

 
EQUIPMENT 
Pupils must have 2B drawing pencils, a soft eraser, black fine line pen, paint brush and set of gouache 
and/or watercolour paints, colouring pencils, A3 folders and an A2 folder for larger outcomes and 
storing coursework projects safely.  Packs of equipment may be ordered from the department. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
Visits to galleries and places of interest are encouraged throughout the course. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
THE COURSE 
The course combines traditional, digital and contemporary forms of photography. It is a GCSE 
delivered over 5 hours a fortnight.  However, dependent on your pathway you may be allocated 
additional time (7 hours a fortnight).  Units of work based on different assignments must be completed 
in the 2 years.  Units completed will involve darkroom, Adobe Photoshop, collage, painterly, screen 
printing and 3-dimensional creations.  Units of work are set on themes such as; portraits, multi-
exposure, the environment – urban and rural, abstraction, studio lighting, capturing movement, still life 
and graphic design.  Self-expression and a willingness to be daring are important here for a high level 
of success. 
 
Knowledge and understanding of photographer, artists and designers’ work is an essential element of 
the course because it develops critical awareness and enhances the confidence of pupils to undertake 
their own work. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Classwork and homework 
Assessed pieces are marked as a standalone outcome and when appropriate will be awarded a grade 
of 1-9. When completed, each project will be handed in and assessed holistically for an overall grade 
in line with the 4 assessment objectives; record, explore, develop and present.  A written comment 
accompanies these marks to confirm the achievement and give guidelines for future development. 
Much guided commentary is provided verbally and teachers encourage pupils to note down such 
observations to expand on outside of lessons. It is encouraged that homework is started or finalised 
during after school support sessions, to provide specialist equipment and guidance from art staff.  
 
Year 10 exam 
The Year 10 examination is a five hour test piece, informed by preparatory studies combined with a 
coursework assessment.  Work produced is included in the pupil’s coursework portfolio and counts 
towards their final GCSE grade, so quality outcomes and a mature approach are required. Grades 
awarded are not fixed and progress on work is encouraged after assessment. It is an internal exam.  
 
Coursework 60% 
This involves a sequence of projects over the two years till the end of January in Year 11.  Each 
project requires:  
 
● research 

● initial plans  
● developed ideas using different techniques and methods 

● written evaluation 

● presentation / mounting in a cohesive manner  
 
Work is completed both as class and homework.  Each project will require approximately two hours 
work per week in addition to time spent in lessons; this independent time is crucial for progress and 
achievement. Pupils are invited to complete this time in after school practical sessions with class 
teachers and the Art technician.  
  
Exam 40% 
Students are provided with a range of titles to respond to, these are set by the exam board AQA. From 
January, lessons and independent time will be focused on the preparation work for the exam. This will 

 

ART & DESIGN: PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

 



 

 

then culminate in a 10 hour exam over two days, during which students will complete a realised 
personal response in their chosen media and style. This typically takes place after the Easter holidays.  
 

● As with coursework, when completing preparatory work in the form of a sketchbook or boards, 
students are expected to meet the four assessment objectives (Develop, Explore, Record and 
Personal response) through the points listed above.    

● Pupils cannot sit their final exam without preparatory work. 
  
Pupils’ work is marked internally and moderated externally.  The work is presented as a display in 
June/July to which parents, friends and pupils are invited to view the candidates’ achievements. 
 
TEACHING GROUPS 
Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups. 
 
EQUIPMENT 
Pupils must have 2B drawing pencils, a soft eraser, black fine line pen, USB or alternative digital 
storage solution for images, fine white gel pen, A3 sketchbook or folder and preferably a form on 
which to take photographs – digital camera, phones or tablets.  Packs of equipment may be ordered 
from the department. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
Visits to galleries and places of visual interest are encouraged throughout the course. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Course 
 
The GCSE (examining board Eduqas) Business introduces learners to the business world, 
empowering them to develop as commercially minded and enterprising individuals. Learners will have 
the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills, enabling them to use business information critically, 
to develop arguments, to make justified decisions and to prepare them for further study and career 
pathways. 
 
The course will cover the following areas: 
 
- the nature of business activity 
- business planning 
- business ownership 
-  location of industry 
- growth  
- globalisation 
- marketing 
- human resources 
- business operations 
- finance and accounting 
- external influences on business 
 
The subject content enables learners to apply their knowledge and understanding to different business 
contexts, including businesses ranging from small enterprises to large multinationals and businesses 
operating in local, national and global contexts. 
 
Learners will be expected to be familiar with current issues in business and develop an understanding 
of the dynamics of business activity; they should also investigate the real business world to develop an 
understanding of contemporary business opportunities and issues. 
 
Exam Structure 
 

Component 1: 
 
Business Dynamics 
2 hour written examination  
(62.5% of the qualification) 
 
A mix of short answer and structured 
questions based on stimulus material 
covering all of the specification content 
 

Component 2: 
 
Business Considerations 
1 ½ hour written examination 
(37.5% of the qualification) 
 
Data response questions covering all of the 
specification content 

 
Both components assess content from all six topic areas, so learners will be required to draw together 
knowledge, skills and understanding from across the subject content in each assessment. 
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THE COURSE 
The BTEC qualifications (examining board Edexcel) are designed to provide specialist work related 
qualifications in vocational areas.  This course provides students with knowledge, understanding and 
skills necessary to prepare learners for employment or continuation on to further education, including 
possibly sixth form. 
 
Learners have the opportunity to develop skills to support and build relationships with a wide variety of 
internal and external customers in a range of business environments.  Specialist areas covered 
include: 
 
● Exploring business purposes (including types of ownership, functional areas and aims and      

      objectives) 
● Banding and Promotion (looking at the importance of marketing activities) 
● Developing customer relations (looking at the importance of customer service) 
● Investigating Financial control (examining break-even; cash flow and financial security) 
● Running and Enterprise from planning, to running the enterprise to reviewing its success 

 
ASSESSMENT 
The BTEC Enterprise consists of three components over the two year programme.  One core 
component is externally assessed through an exam.  This can be re-taken once if required.  Evidence 
for assessment may be generated through a range of diverse activities including assignment and 
project work, role play and oral presentations, for the remaining two components.  This allows learners 
to receive feedback on their progress throughout the course as they provide evidence of grading 
criteria.  The BTEC enterprise is designed to be of a standard equivalent to one GCSE and is fully 
recognised as such. 
 
TEACHING GROUPS 
Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups. 
 
EQUIPMENT 
Pupils are expected to bring calculators and the usual pens and pencils. The purchase of a memory 
stick would be useful, to enable students to transfer work between school and home computers. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
A work placement for one week is integrated into the course.  In addition, a field visit linked to a unit of 
study is usually offered. 
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THE COURSE The GCSE qualification offered is OCR (9-1) GCSE Computer Science 
 
Computer Science is a traditional academic GCSE subject and will prepare students who may be 
planning to progress to A Levels and University. Computer Science allows students to learn about the 
infrastructure of computers and develop essential programming skills relevant for the modern 
computing world. Students that enjoy problem solving and are strong in subjects such as Maths and 
Science find this subject highly rewarding and thoroughly enjoy the course.  
 

The OCR Computer Science GCSE is also recognised under the English Baccalaureate.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: The OCR Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia and OCR Computer Science 
GCSE are two completely different subjects.  Refer to the previous page for the iMedia course. 
 
UNITS OF STUDY Students will study: 
 

Computer Systems (Unit 01): 
• Systems Architecture  
• Memory  
• Storage  
• Wired and wireless networks  
• Network topologies, protocols and layers  
• System security  
• System software  
• Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental 
concerns 

Computational thinking, algorithms and 
programming (Unit 02): 
• Algorithms  
• Programming techniques  
• Producing robust programs  
• Computational logic  
• Translators and facilities of languages  
• Data representation 
 

Programming project/coursework 
• Programming techniques • Analysis • Design • Development •  

Testing and evaluation and conclusions 

 
ASSESSMENT 
The assessment consists of two written examinations (1 hour and 30 minutes) each and an externally 
moderated non-exam assessment (approx. 20 hours):  It is a linear course and both the exams are 
taken at the end of the course.   

Unit 01  Computer Systems      Exam 50% 
Unit 02  Computational thinking, algorithms and programming Exam 50% 
Programming project needs to be completed before the end of the course.   
  
EQUIPMENT 
Students are expected to bring in normal writing equipment and regularly back up their processed 
work and programming work on a memory stick, as well as for transfer from home to school.  
Programming languages used for the course are classed as open source and so are free to download. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
Informal assessment will take place on a continuous basis through the monitoring of classwork, end of 
topic tests and homework. They are graded in accordance with the school’s assessment policy.  
Students are also expected to practice their coding /programming techniques on a regular basis either 
at home or by voluntarily attending the GCSE Computing after school club. 
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THE COURSE To give all learners the opportunity to gain a reputable, nationally recognized 

vocational qualification that can be used when applying either for Post-16 education or employment. 
 
OCR Nationals candidates practice and develop strong transferable skills vital for the modern 
workplace, gaining genuine insight into a variety of exciting sectors and industries that are media 
sector-focused, including film, television, web development, gaming and digital animation.  The 
Cambridge National Certificate at Level 2 is equivalent to one GCSE at grade ‘4’ or above and an 
excellent pathway to further education. For more information on grades refer to the section below: 
‘Other Information’. 
 

The course is taught in five lessons per fortnight and covers four units: 
 

Compulsory Unit R081 – Pre-Production Skills: Planning is an essential part of working in the 
creative and digital media sector. As the first core unit and a foundation for others, this unit will give 
students a solid base to develop understanding of a range of pre-production techniques. This unit will 
enable learners to acquire the underpinning knowledge and skills needed to create digital media 
products and gain an understanding of their application. On completion of this unit, learners will be 
able to plan pre-production of a creative digital media product to a client brief and will understand how 
to review pre-production documents. 
 

Compulsory Unit R082 –Creating Digital Graphics: This unit will enable learners to develop IT skills 
that would equip them to operate effectively in a media business environment. This unit builds on unit 
R081. Digital graphics feature in many areas of our lives and play a very important part in today’s 
world. The digital media sector relies heavily on these visual stimulants within the products it 
produces, to communicate messages effectively. On completion of this unit, learners will understand 
the purpose and properties of digital graphics and know where and how they are used. They will be 
able to plan the creation of digital graphics, create new digital graphics using a range of editing 
techniques and review a completed graphic against a specific brief. 
 

Two further units which include: 
 

● Creating 2D and 3D digital characters 

● Storytelling with a comic strip 

● Creating multipage website 

● Creating a digital animation 

● Creating interactive multimedia products 

 

● Creating a digital sound sequence 

● Creating a video sound sequence 

● Digital photography 

● Designing a game concept 
● Developing digital games 

 
 

ASSESSMENT 
The course includes 1 hour 15 mins exam (25%) for unit R081 taken in Year 10 and three units of 
coursework including controlled assessment (75%).  Each unit is continually assessed and moderated 
using set tasks building into portfolios.  Units are verified externally. 
 

OTHER INFORMATION 
This course has been designed to encourage independent learning in a vocational setting.  Please talk 
to any member of the Computer Science department for more information on this course. 
 
Cambridge National Certificate:    
Level 2 Distinction*/Distinction = Grade 9/8;   Merit = Grade 6;  Pass = Grade 4 
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THE COURSE  
The Food, Preparation and Nutrition GCSE is an exciting and creative course which focuses on 
practical cooking skills. The course will ensure students develop an understanding of nutrition, food 
provenance and the working characteristics of food materials.  Pupils will also learn about British and 
international culinary traditions, food security and food safety.  At the heart of the qualification is a 
focus on developing practical cookery skills and a strong understanding of nutrition. 
 
ASSESSMENT  
Classwork and homework 
Pupil’s work is regularly assessed and recorded by the teacher and tasks are differentiated to match 
their ability.  Verbal and written feedback is consistently given for both practical and written work.  
Homework is used to increase subject knowledge and to judge the level of comprehension.  
Homework may be stand-alone tasks lasting 30 minutes – 1 hour or extended project work lasting 
several hours over a period of time.  Homework may also include the organisation and preparation 
needed for practical activities. Pupils are encouraged to increase their knowledge of the subject 
through independent reading. Pupils will need to use Google Classroom to complete homework tasks 
set and to access work.  
 
Formal examination: 50% of the GCSE 
The examination paper focuses on pupil’s knowledge and understanding of food and nutrition.  It will 
be a 1 hour 45 minutes paper, taken at the end of year 11; composed of multiple choice questions, 
and five questions with a number of sub questions.  To support pupils with their formal examination, 
pupils will sit two mock exams; one at the end of Year 10, and one in December of Year 11.  The 
examination paper is un-tiered; 9-1 grades are available. 
 
Non-exam assessment: 50% of the GCSE 
The non-exam assessment focuses on pupil’s practical skills and techniques; it is composed of two 
parts. 
 
The Food Investigation task is worth 15%, and will take place during September of Year 11.  This task 
is focussed on assessing pupil’s knowledge, learning and understanding in relation to the scientific 
principles underpinning the preparation and cooking of food.  Pupils will investigate and evaluate the 
working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of ingredients.  
 
The Food Preparation Task is worth 35%, and will take place during November of Year 11.  The focus 
of this task is to give pupils an opportunity to showcase the practical skills they have developed over 
the course of the two years.  Pupils will plan, prepare, cook and present dishes, combining different 
techniques.  Pupils will then prepare, cook and present three dishes in one final 3 hour period; 
planning in advance how this will be achieved. 
 
Pupils are given clear guidelines as to what should be included in each stage, with a “deadline” to 
meet.  Pupils will be made aware of the mark scheme and the marking criteria. The non-exam 
assessment is a vital component to the subject as it accounts for a substantial proportion of the final 
mark. Parents will be informed if a student fails to meet a ‘deadline’.  
 
TEACHING GROUPS  
Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups.  
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EQUIPMENT  
Pupils will need to provide food ingredients for practical activities. They will, as in all lessons, require 
pens and pencils. Pupils will be required to access Google Classroom.  This can be accessed through 
an app on the phone or tablet.  Also easily accessed through the browser on any computer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
PRODUCT DESIGN 
 
THE COURSE 
The GCSE in Design and Technology enables students to understand and apply iterative design 
processes through which they explore, create and evaluate a range of outcomes. The qualification 
enables students to use creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes (together with 
evidence of modelling, to develop and prove product concept and function) that solve real and relevant 
problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. It gives students opportunities 
to apply knowledge from other disciplines, including mathematics, science, art and design, computing 
and the humanities. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Classwork and homework  
Work is regularly checked and recorded by the teacher and tasks are adjusted to improve the pupil’s 
performance. Homework is used to increase subject knowledge and to judge the level of 
comprehension. Each piece of homework should take 45 minutes to complete so that the work can be 
assessed at GCSE standard. Homework is set each week and expected for a lesson in the following 
week. Planning is a key demand required for the subject and during various tasks pupils will need to 
identify the stages to be completed to ensure success.  
 
Unit 1: Creative Design and Make Activity: 50%of the GCSE  
Pupils will carry out Design and Make activities throughout Year 10 to build up their skills. Year 11 
pupils will undertake a project based on a contextual challenge of their choice (closely supervised by 
their teacher). The project will test students’ skills in investigating, designing, making and evaluating. 
Tasks will be internally assessed and externally moderated.  Pupils are given a list of folder 
expectations and associated deadlines. Once the folder is completed the making element of the 
course begins with a final deadline of the first week after February half term. Coursework is a vital 
component of the subject as it carries a high proportion of the final marks.  
 
Unit 2 written examination (1 hour and 45 minutes): 50% of the GCSE  
At the end of year 11, pupils will be entered for unit 2, a written paper which consists of two sections. 
The exam board for the exam is EDEXCEL.  Section A is assessed on the core content and Section B 
is assessed on the material category that students have chosen. Metals, Papers and Boards, 
Polymers, Systems, Textiles, Timbers, calculators may be used in the examination.  
 
Section A: Core- this section is 40 marks and contains a mixture of different question styles, including 
open-response, graphical, calculation and extended-open-response questions. There will be 10 marks 
of calculation questions in Section A.  
 
Section B: Material categories - this section is 60 marks and contains a mixture of different question 
styles, including open-response, graphical and calculation.   
 
TEACHING GROUPS 
Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups.  
 
EQUIPMENT 
Pupils will need to provide a range of pencil types, ruler, colour pencils, compass, scientific calculator 
and A4 folder for lessons. 
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THE COURSE 
In GCSE Drama pupils develop their skills and understanding of performance and are encouraged to 
appreciate and enjoy dramatic texts.  Pupils enhance and develop practical skills in a variety of areas 
including improvisation, role play, rehearsed presentations, movement and gesture.   They look at 
different ways to bring a script alive.  Pupils will need to demonstrate an ability to work creatively with 
others as part of a team.  A wide  range of theatrical techniques and styles will be covered. 
 
A set text will be studied from the point of view of the performer, director and the designer of set, 
costume, lighting and sound.  Written work will develop an ability to describe, analyse and evaluate 
performances. There will be at least one organised visit to a live production which pupils must attend. 
We will also watch recordings of other live performances throughout the course. In the second half of 
the course pupils will need to attend rehearsals at lunchtime and the end of the school day, in order to 
prepare for the performance exam.   
 
COMPONENT 1 
Written exam 40% 
A question on the set text from a performer’s perspective. 
A question on a live theatre production. 
 
COMPONENT 2 
Devising Drama 40% NEA 
Pupils contribute to a group devised piece by performing, or by creating the lighting, sound or costume 
for the performance. 
Pupils produce an individual log documenting the devising process. 
 
COMPONENT 3 
Performance of Text 20% Exam 
Pupils present two extracts from a play.  Pupils can choose to be assessed on performance, lighting, 
sound or costume. 
 
TEACHING GROUPS 
Drama is taught in mixed ability classes. 
 
HOMEWORK 
In Year 10 pupils will be required to write a coursework document which assesses their contribution to 
the Devised Drama component. In Year 11 pupils will practise written responses to the set text and to 
live performances. For the performance of text examination homework will include learning lines as 
well as developing performance skills.  Rehearsals after school in groups for both the Devised Drama 
Performance and the Performing Text examination will be essential. 
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Our aim is to send our students out into the world as confident communicators who share a love of 
literature and of words. We want to help develop our students’ sense of self and understanding of  
others so they are empathetic , confident individuals.  
 
We also want to set our students up for a successful future and we work hard with them to ensure they 
attain the best possible grades. Students work towards two separate GCSEs in their English lessons – 
English Literature GCSE and English Language GCSE.  
 
GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 
GCSE English Language helps pupils to develop their reading, writing and communication skills.  
Students will be assessed on high-quality, challenging texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries.  
These texts will support students in developing their own writing by providing effective models.   
 
Students will analyse a diverse range of fiction and non-fiction texts and will have opportunities to 
develop higher-order reading and critical thinking skills that encourage genuine inquiry into different 
topics and themes. In each of the English Language examinations, students answer four questions 
that demonstrate their critical reading skills then they produce a piece of extended writing in each of 
their two examinations. Paper 1 focuses on one extract from a fiction text and Paper 2 on two non 
fiction texts. Students will be expected to read fluently and write effectively.  They will be able to 
demonstrate a confident control of Standard English and write grammatically correct sentences, 
deploying figurative language and analysing texts. 
 
Students will be assessed by two final examination papers, both lasting 1 hour and 45 minutes. 
Speaking and listening will be a separate endorsement that students sit (usually in Year 9). 
 
 

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 
GCSE English Literature encourages close study of literary texts, comprising Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’, ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens, ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J B Priestley and a range 
of English Heritage and contemporary poetry from the ‘Power and Conflict’ section of the AQA poetry 
Anthology. 
 

Students are assessed by two exams at the end of the course. The first requires them to write about 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ and ‘A Christmas Carol’.  This 1 hour and 45 minute exam is worth 40% of the 
marks.  The second, 2 hour 15 minute, exam focuses on ‘An Inspector Calls’, the Power and Conflict 
poems and a response to two unseen poems. This exam is worth 60% of the qualification. 
 
 
EQUIPMENT 
 
Pupils are provided with an exercise book; they are expected to bring these to every lesson. In 
addition, throughout the course pupils will be given plays, novels and poetry anthologies which they 
should bring with them when required.  Needless to say, a fully-stocked pencil case is a prerequisite 
for successful learning at GCSE. 
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INDEPENDENT LEARNING 
 
In order to be successful learners, the English department places much emphasis on independent 
learning.  Pupils are expected to read a range of texts outside of those studied for assessment.  They 
should use recommended resources, such as Google Classroom, to extend their skills and 
understanding. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COURSE CONTENT 

We follow the AQA GCSE course and students therefore study language within three themes; identity 
and culture, local, national and international areas of interest and current and future study and 
employment.   
 
ASSESSMENT 

Students are assessed in reading, listening, speaking and writing and each contributes 25% to their 
final GCSE grade.  Attainment is measured on a scale between 1 and 9, 9 being the highest.  
Students may enter at foundation or higher tier and must enter all skills at the same level.  The 
assessment will be summative and take place at the end of the two year course for all skills. 
 

TEACHING GROUPS 

Pupils are grouped by ability in order to allow teachers to target their resources to the most relevant 
level.  However, there is regular discussion between teachers and assessment of student performance 
in order to ensure that all students are entered for the correct tier.  
 
HOMEWORK 

Homework is set once a week and students are expected to dedicate a minimum of 1 hour each week 
to French.  Furthermore, there are many online resources which can bolster student performance at 
GCSE and motivated, independent learners can improve their performance by regularly accessing 
these.  
 
EQUIPMENT 

Pupils are expected to have the following equipment in every French lesson: exercise book; pencil 
case. We make extensive use of the chrome book in lessons. Students can access a powerful 
dictionary online ‘Wordreference’ and they have access to an online textbook both at home and in 
school. In addition we make use of a wide range of language learning sites such as Duolingo, Quizlet 
and Thisislanguage.  
 
OTHER INFORMATION 

The French department regularly contacts parents regarding deadlines and student performance.   We 
recommend the following websites: www.linguascope.com; www.bbc.co.uk/GCSEbitesize; 
www.wildfrench.co.uk; www.languagesonline.co.uk; www.ashcombe.surrey.sch.uk. 
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COURSE CONTENT 
GCSE Geography provides pupils with the opportunity to investigate many of the major issues that 
currently face today’s citizens.  It also looks ahead to the changes that are likely to affect pupils as the 
citizens of the future.  There is a focus on encouraging learners to think like Geographers through an 
enquiry approach to contemporary topics of study, plus equipping pupils with a broad range of skills. 
 
The units of study include: 
 
Our Natural World 

● Global Hazards 

● Changing Climate 

● Distinctive Landscapes 

● Sustaining Ecosystems 

● Fieldwork 

 
People and Society 

● Urban Futures 

● Dynamic Development 
● UK in the 21st century 

● Resource Reliance 

● Fieldwork 

 
ASSESSMENT 
Exams (100%) 
There are 3 exams:  
2 papers worth 35% each (based on the topics above) 
1 paper worth 30% (this is a geographical skills decision making exercise) 
 
FIELDWORK 
Fieldwork is a crucial element of Geography and is a highlight of the course for many pupils. It also 
enables them to see Geography in the real world.  This will include a day trip in Year 10 and a 
residential fieldtrip in September of Year 11.  The content of the fieldwork is examined in the summer 
of Year 11.  
 
Fieldwork is assessed through examination in all three papers and by selecting this course you are 
committing to attending all fieldtrips. 
 
TEACHING GROUPS 
Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups with differentiated materials and resources to enable pupils of 
all abilities to be challenged and stretched. 
 
EQUIPMENT 
Pupils should be fully equipped for lessons with the usual writing materials, including pencil crayons 
for shading, and calculators. 
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COURSE CONTENT 

We follow the AQA GCSE course and students study three themes; identity and culture, local, national 
and international areas of interest and current and future study and employment.   
 
ASSESSMENT 

Students are assessed in reading, listening, speaking and writing and each contributes 25% to their 
final GCSE grade.  Attainment is measured on a scale between 1 and 9, 9 being the highest .  
Students may enter at foundation or higher tier and must enter all skills at the same one.  The 
assessment will be summative and take place at the end of the two year course for all skills. 
 

TEACHING GROUPS 

Pupils are in mixed option block groups.  There is regular discussion between teachers and pupils and 
also assessment of student performance in order to ensure that all students are entered for the correct 
tier for the exam.  
 
HOMEWORK 

Homework is set once a week and students are expected to dedicate a minimum of 1 hour each week 
to German.  Furthermore, there are many online resources which can bolster student performance at 
GCSE and motivated, independent learners can improve their performance by regularly accessing 
these.  In particular we have subscribed to Alfiecloud.com which is an exam board specific interactive 
site for use in Year 11. 
 
EQUIPMENT 

Pupils are expected to have the following equipment in every German lesson: best book; vocabulary 
book; pencil case. Every student has a textbook which they are responsible for.  The library has 
German books, magazines and films for students to use to extend their learning.  
 

OTHER INFORMATION 

The German department regularly contacts parents regarding deadlines and student performance.   
We recommend the following websites: www.thisislanguage.com www.linguascope.com; 
www.quizlet.com; www.languagesonline.co.uk; www.duolingo.com 
 

There is an exchange visit to Germany for all pupils studying German in Year 10. 
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COURSE CONTENT 
We follow the Edexcel History course. GCSE History provides pupils with the opportunity to engage in 
both thematic and depth investigations of the past. There is a focus on encouraging learners to think 
like Historians through regular analysis of sources and evaluation of historians interpretations of the 
past,History GCSE equips pupils with a broad range of skills. 
 
The units of study include: 
 
Paper 1:  1 hour, 15 minutes 30% of final grade 
History of Medicine c1250 to present day. Surgery and treatment in the British sector of the Western 
Front.  
A thematic study. 
 
Paper 2:  1 hour, 45 minutes 40% of final grade 
Superpower relations and the Cold War 1941 – 1991  
A depth study 
Early Elizabethan England 1558 – 1588 
A depth study 
 
Paper 3:  1 hour, 20 minutes 30% of final grade 
Weitmar and Nazi Germany 1918 - 1939  
A depth study 
 
These topics have been chosen because they are particularly interesting and relevant for our 
students. They help to develop an understanding of the different social, cultural and political issues 
that are crucial to the world in which we live today. The course also enables students to develop their 
ability to research and argue a balanced and substantiated point of view – skills valued in all walks of 
life but particularly in the fields of law, journalism and business. 
 
We make good use of audio-visual and printed material as well as the ICT facilities within the school. 
 
TEACHING GROUPS 
Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups with differentiated materials and resources to enable pupils of 
all abilities to be challenged and stretched. 
 
EQUIPMENT 
Pupils should be fully equipped for lessons with the usual writing materials, including highlighters , for 
completing source analysis and interpretation evaluation. They will need separate folders for each unit 
and dividers to help them to organise their notes. The History department has textbooks to be used in 
school for each unit. 
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COURSE CONTENT 
We follow the AQA GCSE course and students study three themes; identity and culture, local, national 
and international areas of interest and current and future study and employment. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students are assessed in reading, listening, speaking and writing and each contributes 25% to their 
final GCSE grade.  Attainment is measured on a scale between 1 and 9, 9 being the highest level.  
Students may enter at foundation or higher tier and must enter all skills at the same one.  The 
assessment will be summative and take place at the end of the two year course for all skills. 
 
TEACHING GROUPS 
Pupils are in mixed option block groups.  There is regular discussion between teachers and pupils and 
also assessment of student performance in order to ensure that all students are entered for the correct 
tier for the exam. 
 
HOMEWORK 
Homework is set three times a fortnight and will usually last between 30 and 45 minutes.  Homework 
will include some written tasks but will often include listening, learning vocabulary and oral work. 
 
EQUIPMENT 
In class pupils will use the ‘Amici’ textbook  pupils will use two exercise books: a best book, a 
vocabulary and grammar book. Additional resources will be added to Google Classroom throughout 
the course and there are many online resources which can bolster student performance at GCSE and 
motivated, independent learners can improve their performance by regularly accessing these.  The 
library has Italian books, magazines and films for students to use to extend their learning.  A dictionary 
at home is very helpful to enable pupils to develop their reading, alternatively www.wordreference.com 
is an excellent online dictionary. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
 
There is a study visit to Urbania, Le Marche for all pupils studying Italian in Year 10 and/or Year 11. 
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THE COURSE 
The GCSE qualification offered is Edexcel Linear Mathematics (2015).  Students begin the GCSE 
course in Year 9. 
 
The course covers the National Curriculum and pupils study topics in each area of the curriculum: 
number, algebra, ratio and proportion, geometry and measures, statistics and probability. 
Opportunities are given for practical and investigational activities and all classes use ICT in their study 
of mathematics.  This new specification also assesses student’s functional mathematics skills by 
setting questions in a variety of contexts. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
There are two tiers of entry for the linear course, higher (grades 9-3) and foundation (grades 5-1).  
There are three papers examined at the end of the course: 
 
Paper 1 80 marks no calculator allowed 33.33% 1 hour and 30 minutes 
Paper 2 80 marks calculator allowed  33.33% 1 hour and 30 minutes 
Paper 3 80 marks calculator allowed  33.33% 1 hour and 30 minutes 
 
 
TEACHING GROUPS 
Pupils are placed into sets according to their performance in Year 9 and this is subsequently reviewed 
as they move up the school. 
 
EQUIPMENT 
Pupils should bring a black pen, pencil, ruler and calculator to every lesson. In addition, pupils should 
own a pair of compasses and an angle measurer.  Calculators and other essential equipment is 
available from the Finance Office.   
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
The school participates in the UK Intermediate Mathematics Challenge, an annual competition in 
which pupils can win a certificate at Bronze, Silver or Gold level. The school has a good record of 
success in this competition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MATHEMATICS GCSE 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
THE COURSE 
The GCSE Music course is designed to cater for musicians of all types, be it Classical, Pop, Rock, 
Jazz or anything in between.  Any pupil can opt for Music at GCSE, provided they have shown 
sustained effort and progress at KS3 and are willing to put the time into learning an instrument or 
having singing lessons for the performance unit of this exam. The course itself allows pupils to study 
music through the integrated areas of performing, composing, listening and appraising with 
opportunities to use Music Technologies.  
 
UNIT 1 Performing  30% Internally assessed and externally moderated 
For performing, pupils must play or sing one or two solo pieces, plus one ensemble piece with a total 
performance time of not less than 4 minutes.  Any instrument or voice is acceptable and the 
preparation for this is done with their instrumental teacher either in school or with a private tutor 
outside of school.  It is essential that pupils attend their weekly instrumental lessons and practise 
regularly in order to reach the required standard of performance by the end of the course (this is 
around grade 4 standard). The recordings for this unit take place in the autumn and spring terms of 
Year 11. 
 
UNIT 2 Composing 30% Internally assessed and externally moderated 
Pupils are required to compose two pieces lasting for three minutes in total.  The first piece is a ‘free’ 
composition in any style as agreed by the pupil and their teacher.  The second is set to brief chosen 
by the examination board (pupils choose from a range of briefs set by the board). Composition 1 is 
completed by the end of Year 10 and composition 2 is written during the autumn and spring term of 
Year 11.  The work is recorded and the recording plus a score or an essay is  sent off to the examiner.  
This is done in our Mac Suite using Sibelius or Garageband. Other software may also be available. 
 
UNIT 3  Listening and Appraising 40% Externally marked 
Pupils study eight set works throughout the course and are tested on these in one exam which lasts 
for an hour and forty five minutes.  The exam is mainly listening based with the final question testing 
candidates’ writing skills as they compare a set work with an unheard piece. Listening skills are 
developed through listening to a wider range of music.   The set works are divided into four categories, 
covering a wide range of styles of music: 
 

• Instrumental Music 1700–1820 

• Vocal Music 

• Music for Stage and Screen 

• Fusions 

 
ASSESSMENT 
Unit 1 Performing   Coursework  30% 
Unit 2 Composing   Coursework   30% 
Unit 3 Listening and Appraising Exam   40% 
 
TEACHING GROUPS 
Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups. 
 
 

 

MUSIC GCSE 

 

 



 

EQUIPMENT 
Pupils are expected to bring normal writing equipment. They will also sometimes need to bring in their 
instrument, where appropriate, for practical and composition lessons.  Music folders and a music 
anthology will also be required. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
As mentioned above, regular practise is essential!  We also ask that pupils support and participate in 
at least two extra-curricular music groups as we have found that this regular participation in group 
ensembles/choirs in school improves their grade for Unit 1.  Performing with others is also an 
important part of being a musician.  There are also many different extra-curricular music groups 
including several choirs, Jazz band, Guitar Group, String Group, Brass Group, Wind Group, Theory 
Club, Keyboard Club, Rock School, Steel Pans and Flute Group.  
 
We would strongly recommend that pupils attend the grade 5 theory group (by application) after 
school to further develop their musical understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
THE COURSE 
The course is made up of two different components: 60% theory and 40% practical. This will usually 
comprise three theory lessons and two practical lessons across the two week timetable. 
 

The theory content includes: the skeletal system, the muscular system, movement analysis, cardio-
vascular and respiratory systems, effects of exercise on the body, components of fitness, principles of 
training, preventing injury, social groups and organisations, commercialisation of sport, ethics, drugs 
and violence, sport psychology, health, fitness and well-being 
 

ASSESSMENT 
There is only one tier of entry in this subject, covering grades 9 – 1. 
 

Exams 
Pupils are examined in the theory element of the course via two separate papers, each lasting one 
hour: 

● Paper One – factors affecting performance 

● Paper Two – socio-cultural issues and sports psychology 

The structure of the exam papers will include: multiple-choice, single mark questions, short answer 
questions, extended response questions. 
 

Practical Assessment 
Pupils must submit three sports as part of their practical unit; this must include at least one team and 
one individual activity. In addition, pupils will complete a written piece of work analysing and improving 
a sports performer. 
 
Pupils are expected to keep a competitive log across all three sports and submit video evidence of 
performance at regular intervals across the two years. Most practical assessments will take place in 
school time, where necessary there may be evening assessments at specialised venues for sports 
such as skiing. An external moderation to validate marks awarded will take place in the spring term of 
Year 11. 
 

TEACHING GROUPS 
Pupils are taught in mixed groups of boys and girls for both theory and practical.  
 

CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 
Pupils are expected to provide the following: 
Writing equipment, paper 4 lever arch folder and dividers 
 

Pupils have to wear the correct school PE kit.  Pupils are reminded that the course if 40% practical.  It 
is compulsory for pupils to bring kit regardless of reasons to be excused.  Failure to bring PE kit could 
result in the pupil being withdrawn from the course. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
It is essential pupils participate regularly in the three sports that will contribute to their practical grade. 
This can be independently outside of school as a member of a club or through extra-curricular clubs 
at the school. 
 

 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION GCSE 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE COURSE 
The OCR Cambridge National in Sports Science has been designed to provide an engaging and 
stimulating introduction to the world of sport. The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Science offer learners 
the opportunity to study key areas of sport science including anatomy and physiology linked to fitness, 
health, injury and performance; the science of training and the application of training principles. The 
course is divided into four units, each of which covers a different topic area. Each unit is worth 25% of 
the overall grade. Three of the units are assessed via internally assessed coursework each of which 
are based on workplace situations, activities and demands. The fourth topic is assessed by a written 
exam which is taken in the June of Year 10. The exam lasts for one hour with 60 marks available. The 
course offers pupils to explore sport through a more vocational manner through Key Stage Four.  
 
The OCR Cambridge Nationals in Sports Science is one option block and the qualification is 
equivalent to one GCSE. It will be graded as a pass, merit or distinction.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students study two core compulsory units:  
 

Reducing the risk of injury 

1-hour exam 

60 marks 

Set and marked by OCR 

Applying principles of training Internally assessed coursework 

 
And two optional specialist units: 
 

The body’s response to physical activity  
Internally assessed coursework  
Plus practical assessment in one sport 

Sports nutrition Internally assessed coursework 
 

OCR will externally moderate a selection of the internally assessed coursework that pupils complete 

before an overall grade for the qualification is awarded.  
 

EQUIPMENT 
Pupils are expected to provide the following: 
 

Writing equipment  
Paper 
A4 folder and dividers 
 

Pupils have to wear the correct school PE kit for practical lessons.  Pupils are reminded that the 
course is very much practically based and failure to bring PE kit could result in pupils failing certain 
units. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
Pupils are expected to participate in extracurricular activities and display a positive attitude to sport in 
general.  It is advised that pupils also involve themselves fully in the coaching of youngsters at school 
or outside clubs.     
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THE COURSE  
Religion, Philosophy and Ethics GCSE offers pupils the opportunity to learn about: 
● The approaches of religion and philosophy to some of the fundamental questions about human 

existence. 
● The approaches of religion and ethics to some of the most important questions about how people 

behave and why. 
Pupils will study these issues within the context of Christianity and Hinduism  
 
As a result of this pupils will learn the following skills: 
● How to interpret and evaluate pieces of information 

● How to communicate and apply their knowledge 

● How to describe and analyse the key features of the religions studied 

● Critical thinking and problem solving. 
 
Pupils will study: 
 
Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World 

● Issues of Relationships 

● Issues of Life and Death 

● issues of Good and Evil 
● Issues of Human Rights 

 
Study of Christianity and Hinduism 

● Nature of God 

● Worship and festivals 

● Life after death 

● Social concern 

 
ASSESSMENT 
There is only one tier of entry in this subject, covering grades 9 - 1. 
Exams 100% 
Pupils take three examinations, totaling four hours. 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
Pupils are encouraged to broaden their learning through independent research, including accessing 
the RE resources on Moodle.  The school library and resource centre is also very well equipped for 
such tasks and pupils should particularly use the RE magazines on offer.  There are also a number of 
very useful websites specifically aimed at Religious Studies: 
www.theresite.org.uk    www.refit.ucsm.ac.uk    
www.bbc.co.uk/religion   www.refuel.org.uk 
www.bbc.cop.uk/education/gcsebitesize 
Revision booklets are also provided as pupils approach final exams. 
 

 

 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES GCSE: 

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics 

 

http://www.theresite.org.uk/
http://www.refit.ucsm.ac.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion
http://www.refuel.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.cop.uk/education/gcsebitesize


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE COURSE 
The course we follow is AQA Trilogy GCSE Combined Science 8464.  This course enables pupils to 
gain a double GCSE Grade (worth 2 GCSEs).  This specification encourages the development of 
knowledge and understanding in science through opportunities for working scientifically. Pupils will be 
carrying out a set of required practical activities. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics each worth 16.7% of the total marks. 
These will be taken in May/June 2020.. 
 
Papers are 1 hour 15 minutes each containing multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and 
open response questions.  The qualification will be graded on a 17-point scale: 1–1 to 9–9, where 9–9 
is the best grade. 
 
A student taking Foundation Tier assessments will be awarded a grade within the range of 1–1 to 5–5 
and a student taking Higher Tier assessments will be award a grade within the range 4-4 to 9-9.  Each 
of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas as stated below: 
 
Biology 
Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; Bioenergetics; Homeostasis and response; 
Inheritance; variation and evolution; Ecology. 
 
Chemistry 
Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, Structure and the properties of matter; Quantitative 
chemistry; Chemical changes; Energy changes; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of 
the atmosphere. 
 
Physics 
Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; Atomic structure; Forces; Waves; Magnetism and 
electromagnetism. 
 
No coursework. 
 
TEACHING GROUPS 
Pupils are grouped by ability. It is a flexible system with several sets within each broad band of ability. 
Pupils may be moved between groups if their work merits such a change. 
 
EQUIPMENT 
Pupils will require writing equipment as well as a calculator and a ruler. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COMBINED SCIENCE GCSE 

– DOUBLE AWARD 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
THE COURSE 
The Courses we follow are AQA GCSE Biology 8461, Chemistry 8462 and Physics 8463.  This course 
enables pupils to gain a GCSE Grade in each science subject.  The specifications encourage the 
development of knowledge and understanding in science through opportunities for working 
scientifically. Pupils will be carrying out a set of required practical activities. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics each worth 50% of the total marks 
for each subject GCSE. These will be taken in May/June 2020. 
 
Papers are 1 hour 45 minutes each containing multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and 
open response questions. 
 
Each qualification will be graded on a point scale: 1 to 9 where 9 is the best grade.  All students will 
take the Higher tier assessments.  Each of the subjects will assess knowledge and understanding 
from distinct topic areas as stated below: 
 
Biology 
Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; Bioenergetics; Homeostasis and response; 
Inheritance; variation and evolution; Ecology. 
 
Chemistry 
Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, Structure and the properties of matter; Quantitative 
chemistry; Chemical changes; Energy changes; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of 
the atmosphere. 
 
Physics 
Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; Atomic structure; Forces; Waves; Magnetism and 
electromagnetism; Space. 
 
No coursework. 
 
TEACHING GROUPS 
Pupils are in mixed ability groups and are mainly entered for the Higher Tier papers. 
 
EQUIPMENT 
Pupils will require writing equipment as well as a calculator and a ruler. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TRIPLE SCIENCE GCSE – SEPARATE SUBJECTS 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

 


