
Key Stage 3 History Curriculum 

We want our students to leave The Broxbourne School knowledgeable about the past and with an understanding of 
how the past has shaped Britain and the wider world that we live in today. Furthermore we want students to 
become confident in using both sources (evidence from the past) and interpretations (views of historians) and that 
they are able use these and their own knowledge to reach a substantiated judgement. Finally we would like our 
students to be able to use the knowledge gained to make a positive contribution to wider society.  
 

Essential Knowledge 
Power and monarch   Changes in British society    The Church   Freedoms and rights    Britain and the world / World History 

Essential tier 2 vocabulary 

Describe, feature, source, analysis, how useful, infer, causation, explain, change  / different, continuity / similar, consequence, 
narrative, importance, interpretations, enquiry, significant 

 
YEAR 7 History curriculum 
Unit 1 What is History? 
Pupils will study key historical skills such as chronology, evaluating the usefulness of sources and using them to make inferences and intensifying 
views within an interpretation and assessing how convincing they are. Sources and interpretations taken from Black British history. 
Assessment tasks: 
What is History multiple choice. 
Essential tier 3 language 
Interpretation, source, chronology, decade, century, millennium 

Unit 2: Norman Conquest: How did William gain and keep control of England? 
Pupils will study the key events of 1066 (the Norman invasion and conquest) and how William kept control of England (including the Feudal system, 
Domesday Survey and castles).  
Assessment tasks: 
Explain why William won the Battle of Hastings. 
Give two features of the Feudal System or Give two features of a Motte and Bailey castle. 
This topic is also assessed in the Summer Exam. 
Essential tier 3 vocabulary 
Claimant, Norman Conquest, Battle of Hastings, Battle of Stamford Bridge, heir, succession, feigned retreat, tactics, cavalry, soldier, Motte and 
bailey, Square keep, Domesday Book, Feudal System, knight, tenant in chief, under tenant, villein, freemen, nobles, peasant, hierarchy, homage, 
oath 
Meanwhile elsewhere homeworks 
Mappa Mundi, Song dynasty in China, Byzantine Empire, Kievan Russia 

Unit 3: History of Medicine: Pasteur's germ theory was the most significant discovery in the History of Medicine. How far do Pupils agree? 
Pupils will study change and continuity in ideas about the causes, prevention and treatment of medicine across the last 1000 years and the 
contributions of key individuals. 
Assessment tasks: 
Explain one way in which ideas of cause of diseases were different in the Middle Ages to the Modern Age. 
Explain the importance of X in the development of medical knowledge. (can select any person studied during the unit). 
Essential tier 3 vocabulary 
Cause, treatment, prevention, Theory of the Four Humours, anatomy, flagellation, pilgrimage, bloodletting, purging, antiseptic, aseptic, anaesthetic, 
disease, epidemic, cholera, hospital, germ theory 
Meanwhile elsewhere homeworks 
Beachy Head, Elizabeth Garrett Anderson 

Unit 4: Medieval Mali and Benin: Did Benin’s Oba rule like Mali’s Mansas? 
Pupils will study the methods employed by the Mansas of Mali and the Obas of Benin to rule their empires. 
Assessment tasks: 
Explain one way in which the methods of control used by the Mansas were similar to those used by the Obas. 
Spelling test. 
Essential tier 3 vocabulary 
Religion, force, trade, pilgrimage, cavalry 
Meanwhile elsewhere homeworks 
Mali Empire, Khmer Empire 

Unit 5: The Silk Roads: How did the Silk Roads shape our world? 
Pupils will study what travelled along the silk roads (goods, people, religion and wisdom and disease). The impact of the Black Death on Medieval 
England. Pupils will explain why the Silk Roads were significant. 
Assessment tasks: 
Explain why the Silk Roads were important. 
Multiple choice on Black Death. 
Essential tier 3 vocabulary 
Trade, slaves, human traffickers, religions, Judaism, Buddhism, Islam, Christianity, Baghdad, wisdom, House of Wisdom,  scholar, medical 
knowledge, maths, science, disease, Black Death, Bubonic Plague, traditional view, misconception, impact, progressive 
Meanwhile elsewhere homeworks  
Islamic Empire, Abbasid Caliphate c750-1350, Sutton Hoo and Bed Burial c650  



Unit 6: Medieval England: What was life like in Medieval England? 
Pupils will study key events during the Middle Ages including the role of the monarch, King John and the Magna Carta and the Peasants Revolt and 
role of religion, Henry II and Becket and the Crusades. 
Assessment tasks: 
Write an analytical narrative explaining the events that led to Becket’s death. 
Essential tier 3 vocabulary 
Roman Catholic church, Pope, Archbishop, excommunicate, heaven and hell, flagellate, Monarch, parliament, Absolute Monarch, Magna Carta 
Meanwhile elsewhere homeworks 
Early Ming China, Inca Empire, Genghis Khan 

Unit 7: The Partition of India: What were the consequences of the partition of India? (this is a rolling unit) 
Pupils will study the causes of independence and partition of the Indian subcontinent. It also looks at the consequences (political, social and 
economic)  of partition. As part of this unit Pupils will read a historical novel Torn Apart. 
Essential tier 3 vocabulary 
Independence, partition, refugees, legacy, Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, minority, majority 

 
YEAR 8 History curriculum 

Unit 1: English Reformation and its consequences: What were the consequences of the English Reformation? 
Pupils will study how Henry VIIIand Edward VI changed the religion of England through their reformations, how Mary I restored Catholicism and 
Elizabeth I’s compromise - the Elizabethan Religious Settlement.  Pupils will also study the impact of these changes on English society and how it 
led to conflict within England (Northern Earls Revolts and plots against Elizabeth and the English Civil war) as well as within Europe (Spanish 
Armada). 
Assessment tasks: 
Spelling test. 
Explain two consequences of the English Reformation. 
This topic is also assessed in the Summer Exam. 
Essential tier 3 vocabulary 
Roman Catholic, excommunication, Protestant, Reformation, Pope, Supremacy, Papacy, Latin, mass, prayer book, clergy, priest, monastery, monk, 
portrait, armada, New World, exploration 
Meanwhile elsewhere homeworks 
Suleiman the magnificent, Songhai empire, Malleus Maleficarum, Lodi, Ivan the Terribl 

Unit 2: Slavery and the construction of race ‘Slavery was not born of racism: rather, racism was the consequence of slavery' 
Pupils will study how attitudes to Black people living in Britain changed following the enslavement of Aficans in the Tudor period. With case 
studies on Roman and Tudor England and Tudor exploration. 
Assessment tasks: 
How far do you agree with Olusoga’s interpretation of the construction of race? 
Essential tier 3 vocabulary 
Roman Empire, emperor, ethnic diversity, archaeologists, historians, Tudor England, transatlantic trade, enslaved, construction, racism, portrayal, 
accurate, perception 
Meanwhile elsewhere homeworks 
Roanoke 

Unit 3 The British Empire: What did British colonialism look like in the C19th? 
Pupils will study what British colonialism looked like in the C19th (case studies: India, Australia and Ireland). 
Assessment tasks: 
 Explain how the British colonised India / Australia / Ireland.   
Give two features of British colonialism in the C19th. 
Essential tier 3 vocabulary 
Empire, colony, colonies, colonisalisation, political dominance, economic exploitation, culturalism, racism, protest 
Mughal empire, British India Company, Australia Prison Colony, Irish potato famine 

Unit 4 Industrial Britain 
Pupils will study the social and economic changes to British society during the period 1750-1900, including the growth of industry, expanding cities 
and society and class/early welfare. 
Assessment tasks: 
Explain THREE  ways in which X was different in the 1750 compared to 1890. 
 Describe two features of life in an industrial city. 
Essential tier 3 vocabulary 
Freedom, rights, Magna Carta, Peasants Revolt, Commonwealth, Reform Act, Liberal Reforms,  human rights, racial equality 
Meanwhile elsewhere homeworks 
Bunce Island, Catherine the Great, American pioneers 

Unit 5: World War One: How did two bullets fired in Sarajevo change the world? 
Pupils will study the causes of the conflict, what life in the trenches was like, the development of medical care during the war, the home front, 
conscientious objectors, the experience of those who fought for the British from the Empire and the consequences of the conflict for Germany 
and Europe.  
Assessment tasks: 
Explain what caused World War One. 
Multiple choice. 
Describe two features of medical care. 
Essential tier 3 vocabulary 
Alliance, imperialism, nationalism, militarism, propaganda, invasion, navy, artillery, shell, shrapnel, cavalry, infantry, British Expeditionary Force 
(BEF), soldier, trench, no man’s land, triage, chain of evacuation, trench foot, gangrene, shellshock, conscientious objector, empire, Commonwealth, 
homefront, rationing, Zeppelin, suffrage, blackout, armistice, treaty.  



Meanwhile elsewhere homeworks 
Russo-Japanese War , Fall of the Ottoman Empire, Easter rising, Charles Wooton, Alpine War, Russian Revolution 

 
YEAR 9 History curriculum 
Unit 1: Britain's transatlantic slave trade: its effects and it eventual abolition: Was the enslavement of Africans motivated by racism or greed? 
Pupils will study the great African kingdoms before slavery, the development of the transatlantic (triangle) slave trade, life on a plantation and 
abolition of slavery and emancipation of slaves in the British Empire.  
Assessment tasks: 
Give two things you can infer about Hume’s opinion of Africa.  
How useful isEquiano’s book for an enquiry into the Transatlantic slave trade? 
Multiple choice. 
A longer assessment testing the following types of questions: Give two features… , Give two things you can infer…, Explain…  
Essential tier 3 vocabulary 
Enslavement, The Triangle Trade, Middle Passage, abolition, emancipation, Empire, colony, Slave Trade, plantation, Parliament, economy, petition, 
abolition, abolitionist, government, MPs, auction, shackle, bridle, white gold, overseer, treadmill 
Meanwhile elsewhere homeworks 
Emancipation of the Serfs, Legacies of slave ownership: Hertford and Ware, Russian serfs, Opium Wars, Harriet Tubman 

Unit 2: World War Two: How did the Allies win World War Two? 
Pupils will study the causes of World War II and the impact of the conflict on the home front.  It also considers the contribution of Commonwealth 
soldiers to the Allied victory. Key events include Dunkirk, Battle of Stalingrad and Operation Barbarossa, bombing of Dresden and the dropping of 
the atomic bomb. 
Assessment tasks: 
Give two features of life in London during the Second World War. 
Explain the difference between the two interpretations and How far do you agree that Dunkirk was a triumph / a disaster for the British. 
Spelling test. 
Explain why the USA dropped the Atomic bombs. 
Essential tier 3 vocabulary 
Appeasement,  homefront, Blitzkrieg, evacuation, seige, nuclear warfare, Anschluss, Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Dictator, totalitarianism, Fuhrer, Nazi, 
propaganda, Leningrad, Stalingrad, allies, Allied Forces, scorched earth, retreat, disaster, triumph, Luftwaffe, RAF, civilians, BEF, conscription, 
rationing, blackout, The Blitz, phoney war, justified, war crime, Anderson shelter, gasmask 
Meanwhile elsewhere homeworks 
Spanish Civil War, Great Emu War, Italian campaign, Indian army, Internment - Isle of Man, Partition of India 

Unit 3: The Holocaust: Why is it important to learn about the Holocaust? 
Pupils will study the rise of Nazis, impact of Nazi rule on Germany. Key events of the Holocaust are studied in depth and then a brief look at other 
genocides since 1945. 
Assessment tasks: 
Describe two features of the persecution of the Jews in the years 1933 - 1938. 
Essential tier 3 vocabulary 
Holocaust, genocide, anti semitic, persecution, restrictions, ghetto, concentration camp, final solution, subhuman, aryan, bystander, perpetrator, 
victim, resistance, partisan, gas chamber, extermination, Auschwitz, Einsatzgruppen, crematorium 
Meanwhile elsewhere homeworks 
British Union of Fascists, Internment - Isle of Man 

 


