
Key Stage 3 Geography Curriculum 

Geography is a constantly evolving subject with real relevance to everyday life.  We want all Broxbourne pupils 
to become good global citizens and to have an awareness of their own impact on the environment (at local, 
regional, national and global scale). 
 

Essential knowledge – Essential knowledge is the knowledge that we have identified to be the significant 

basis of our subject. This knowledge will be revisited throughout Key Stage 3. 

Physical geography 

Human geography 

Environmental geography 

Place 

Year 7 
Autumn 1 

How do I fit into the world? 
 
The key concepts of physical, human and environmental 
geography will be introduced. 
Pupils will begin by learning key geographical place 
knowledge in terms of the location of continents, oceans, 
and countries. Initially pupils will consider different scales 

in order to locate their position globally, within Europe, the UK and 
finally locally within Hertfordshire.  Pupils will complete UK map work of 
key human and physical features.  They will explore what connections 
they have with the world via different categories and locate current 
news items to show further global connections. 
Finally pupils will complete a series of map skills lessons including  
compass directions, map symbols, scale and grid references. 

Year 7 
Autumn 2 

What is happening to our climate? 
 

Pupils will learn about global warming and climate change.  They study 
the evidence supporting climate change and that our planet is 
experiencing global warming.  Pupils will know what the physical and 
human causes of climate change might be.  They will also consider their 
own impact on the planet. Pupils will look at places such as the UK, 

Antarctica and Tuvalu and investigate possible impacts on the environment and daily life. 

 



Year 7 
Spring 1 

Should we go on holiday to Kenya? 
 

Pupils will learn the location of Kenya and its key physical and human 
features.  They will learn about the standard of living that Kenyan people 
have.   Pupils will look at different regions of Kenya and how different each 
one is.  Pupils will then focus on Kenya’s tourism industry considering its 
importance to the country alongside the positive and negative impacts that 
visitors have on local people and the environment. 
They will be introduced to the skill of interpreting climate graphs and apply this to decide 
when would be a good time to visit Kenya.  They will then plan a sustainable holiday 
itinerary for visiting Kenya. 

 

Year 7 
Spring 2 

     Where is the most hostile place to live on earth? 
 

 
Pupils will consider what makes somewhere on earth a 
‘hostile’ place - considering both human and natural factors.  
They will then focus their work on the physical 
characteristics that make some places on earth incredibly 
difficult places to survive.   

Pupils will firstly look at Hot Desert Environments, 
establishing their locations across the world, climate 
characteristics (including climate graph skills) and the 
adaptations that plants and animals have developed in 
order to survive in these difficult conditions.  They will 
also look at any human populations in these places. 
Pupils will then move on to investigate Polar regions 
looking at both the Arctic and Antarctica.  This will again 

include establishing their locations, the key characteristics which each region has that are 
similar and those which are different and how plants, animals and people survive. 
Pupils will look at how these hostile environments are being impacted by climate change.  
 

Year 7 
Summer 1 

How are our landscapes changing? 
 

Pupils will begin by learning about the geology of the UK and 
different rocks. They will learn about the key physical 
processes that change landscapes. Students will have an 
introduction to glaciation and how ice changes landscapes, 
focussing on the Lake District. The rest of this unit and 
Summer 2 will focus on Coasts, where they will learn about 
the key physical processes which are acting on the coast 
including weathering, erosion, transportation and 
deposition.  
   

 
 
 



Year 7 
Summer 2 

Why is our coastline changing? 
 

Pupils will begin by learning that the coast is a multifunctional dynamic landscape. They will 
build on the knowledge that they learnt about landscapes and will be able to describe how  
physical processes create different coastal landforms.  Pupils will then investigate why the 
coast is such an important place socially, economically and environmentally. By studying 
the many different uses that the coast has, pupils will build an understanding of why this 
area needs coastal management and how this is done. The students will visit Walton on the 
Naze for a day of coastal fieldwork to evaluate how successful the coastal management is 
there. Finally pupils will consider the potential impacts of future sea level changes due to 
climate change on different coastal areas. Pupils will revisit map skills. 
 

 
 

Year 8 

Year 8 
Autumn 1 

Why do I need to learn about China? 
 
Pupils will look at the location of China and its major 
physical and human features.  They will be introduced to 
the vast physical size of China and learn how this leads to 
many different climatic regions and landscapes from West 
to East and North to South. 
Pupils will see how large the population of China is and that the population is growing 
rapidly.  

Pupils will learn that China is an Emerging and 
Developing Country or EDC, rapidly growing in 
economic prosperity as the ‘Workshop of the world’.  
However they will also understand how this growth is 
often at the expense of people and the environment 
both in China but that this may also have knock-on 

effects for the entire world. 

 

Year 8 
Autumn 2 

How does the earth kill? 
 

 
The world is full of 
natural hazards and 
this unit focuses on 
tectonic activity. 
  
Pupils will begin 
looking at the structure of the earth, how the 
plates move and the natural hazards that are 

caused as a result of this.  



 
Pupils will look at physical processes that are associated with volcanoes, earthquakes and 
tsunamis and the impacts they have on people. They will then focus on improving their 
understanding by investigating specific tectonic case studies. 
 

Year 8 
Spring 1 

What are city challenges? 
 

Pupils will learn what urban areas are and how 
urbanisation has happened over time.  They will be 
introduced to the many different challenges that cities can 
face depending upon their global location and therefore 
directly relating to their level of development.  The focus 
areas will be the impact of LIDC rapid urbanisation and the resulting growth of squatter 
settlements in Nairobi, Kenya, and the social and environmental challenges in ACs  of 
transport issues mainly focused on London.   

 
 

Year 8 
Spring 2 

How do rivers change? 
Pupils will look at how rivers change downstream from source to 

mouth with a main focus on the River Severn.  
This will include key physical processes that happen and then focus in 
more detail on the landforms that are created including valleys, 
waterfalls, meanders and floodplains.  
The human uses of rivers will be investigated considering how rivers 
impact on people’s lives, which will have a 
particular focus on flooding.  
Pupils will carry out local based field work on a 
river. 

 

 
 

 

Year 8 
Summer 1 

Who cares what I wear? 
 

This unit will introduce the idea of Fast Fashion, identifying the key social, economic and 
environmental issues associated with this industry.  
Pupils will consider the social impacts of the fashion industry in 
relation to the Rana Plaza disaster and the brand of Nike, both 

from the perspective of factory workers and 
also themselves as consumers. 
Pupils will also learn about the economic and 
environmental impacts that fashion has had 
on other global locations including the Aral Sea and The Citarum River.       
 
                                                                     



Year 8 
Summer 2 

How does the weather kill? 
 

Pupils will learn the difference between weather and climate.  They will be introduced to 
the main 4 elements which make up the weather - precipitation, wind, cloud and 
temperature and consider these in relation to weather forecasting.    
Pupils will then define what makes extreme weather 
and that this varies with global location.  Key 
processes of the hydrological cycle will be explained.  
Pupils will then learn about air pressure and how this 
creates depressions and anticyclones which lead to 
different weather conditions.  Pupils will finally focus 
on an extreme depression event, namely tropical 
storms.  They will investigate a recent example, its 
causes, impacts on people and the potential for events like these in the future due to the 
influence of global warming. 

 
 

Year 9 Geography 

Year 9 
Autumn 

1 

Will our population continue to grow?  
 

In Year 9 pupils learn about contemporary topical issues that 
are facing our planet. This unit begins by looking at population 
growth, where people live; the causes of population growth, 
the consequences, and different management strategies. The 
students will study pro-natalist 
policies in Russia and policies 

designed to control population growth in China.  
 
They will then look at the movement of people, 
considering why people migrate- with a focus on migration 
to the UK. This will be followed by lessons on the 
Windrush generations migration and migration from the 
A8 countries.  
 

Year 9 
autumn 2 

Can our forests and oceans cope with 9 billion people? 
 
This unit begins by looking at how our oceans are an important 
resource for humans, how population growth is increasing global 
consumerism and how this is impacting upon our oceans by creating 
plastic pollution. 
There is a focus on coral reef ecosystems and how this unique 
ecosystem is at risk due to actions of people. 
 
Pupils will then look at the impacts of population growth  pupils on 
rainforest ecosystem and how this is being destroyed to extract 



resources.  
 
This unit also links to a field trip to Kew Gardens, 
specifically the Palm House. They will look in 
depth at the Palm Oil industry as this is a 

valuable commodity which is being cultivated at the expense of the 
natural rainforest environment.  They will consider the social, 
economic and environmental implications of Palm Oil from two 
perspectives, firstly for farmers who produce the crop in Indonesia 
and secondly for themselves as consumers, as it is a common ingredient in products they 
buy. 

 

Year 9 
Spring 

1 

How do we close the development gap? 

In this topic pupils are taught about what development means in 

geography.  Pupils will understand what the development gap is and 

how this is widening, and also investigate what we can do to reduce 

the gap. 

Pupils will look at how geographers decide levels of development using different indicators.  

They then focus on differences in development between countries such as USA, Thailand 

and Kenya and also look at the differences within countries focusing on issues associated 

with Poverty in the UK. 

Pupils will then look at strategies implemented to close the 

development gap. They will look at the impacts of trade and 

Fairtrade. Students will finally study the types of aid schemes that 

exist from top-down schemes such as the Nam-Theun Dam in Laos to 

bottom-up schemes such as Goat Aid and evaluate their successes 

and failures.  

Year 9 
spring 2 

Will there be wars over resources?  
 

In this unit students will learn about how our 
growing population will put pressure on the earth’s 
resources and the conflicts this creates/has the 
potential to create. Students will complete an in-
depth case study to learn about Russia and the 

West’s reliance on 
gas and oil. We will question if this relationship is 
sustainable. They will then learn about diamonds and 
coltan (used in mobile phones) and how the extraction of 
these resources have led to civil wars and environmental 
degradation. Finally students will question what is likely 
to happen in the future with a growing demand for 

resources and consider how this can be managed sustainably. 

 



Year 9 
Summer 

1 

 
BEGIN GCSE COURSE CONTENT FOR ALL PUPILS - UK BASED TOPIC 

 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 
summer 2 

GCSE - UK in the 21st Century 

 


